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Methodology and structure

C Trend measurement data from 2014

C The survey of public opinion carried out by the
Brimaagency from Skopje, through a computer
assisted telephone survey in the period from
September 4 to 21, 2023, on a representative
sample of 1003 respondents

C Margin of error: +£3.1% at C.l. 95%

C Sample:multilevel stratified random sample of
population 18+ years in RN Macedonia. Sample EB
design: according to the data published by the .PO o
State Statistics Office and is based on data from M E'I
the Census 2021 according to the following AP
variables: ethnicity (Macedonians + other
nationalities on the one hand and ethnic
Albanians on the other), regions (8 statistical
regions in RS Macedonia ) and settlement
(village/city). rural/ urban.

C The methodological correctness of the survey is
the responsibility oBrima while the
questionnaire was prepared by the EUROTHINK
team.
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Democracy In Republic of North
Macedonia
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In general, is North Macedonia a democratic country?

70.0%

61%
60.0% 56%

50.0% 45.8%

40.6% 41.7% 0
40.0% 5.1% ° 2o 35.4% ‘m 5%
2.9% ; —32.8%
0, 0
30.0% 9.3% 7 3% 30.2% .
7 8% 5%
A%
20.0% 2 -
10.0% 5bos, ahos ‘
1.7% 1.6% 1.5% % Y%
0.0% s - -y - —p
2015 2016 2017 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 2023
autumn winter autumn (December)

(December) (November)

® No democracy (grade 1 and 2) ®» Democracy, but not enough (score 3)
® There is democracy (grade 4 and 5) =1 don't know / Refuses to answer
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In general, in what direction are things moving in North Macedonia?

60.0
54.4
50.0
40.0
30.0
20.7
20.0
12.6

10.0 8.3

0.0 ] i

1 (Completely 2 3 4 5 (Very good | don't know /
wrong direction) direction) Refuses to
answer
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Believes that things in North Macedonia are moving in a good direction
(grades 4 and 5)
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Relations between North Macedonia
and the European Union
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Agrees that "In general, the membership of N. Macedonia in the EU
would be a good thing" (grades 4 and 5)

5 (Totally agree) |, 452
4 B 7.4
3 I 165
2 I 2.7
1 (Totally disagree) [ NN 273

Don't know/Refuses to answerflj 0.9

0.0 50 100 150 200 25.0 30.0 350 40.0 450 50.0
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Agrees that "In general, the membership of N. Macedonia in the EU
would be a good thing" (grades 4 and 5)
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Agrees that "In general, the membership of S. Macedonia in the EU
would be a good thing" (grades 4 and 5)

100%
90.20%

90%

80%

70%

58%
0, 0, 0
60% 530% 55.70% 55.20%
50% 49.10%
0
40.603/% 50%
40%
30.70%9 30.709
B/
20% & . 3 7
0 )
10% o
53824 0ko0% 509 500 60% 3% /o
0,
0% Total Macedonian Albanian Elementary or Middle Higher Urban Rural
lower environment  environment
m Disagree (scores 1 and 2) ® Neither agree nor disagree (score 3)
m Agree (scores 4 and 5) m | don't know / Refuses to answer
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"What does the European Union represent for you?"

Cultural .
community, 3.8% Other, 2.7%

T

None of the above
answers, 2.8%

Union of values
and norms

-
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What is the attitude of the EU towards N. Macedonia?

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%  54.5% 55.80%

40.00%
30.00%  25.3y4"30. : 27.50%
20.00%
10.00%

0.00%
2014 2015 2016 2017 2019- 2019- 2020- 2021- 2021- 2022 2023
spring autumn winter  winter autumn

—e—The EU's attitude is unfair, arrogant and blackmailing
—e—The relationship of the EU is fair, friendly and correct
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"The EU is the best alternative" or "Should N. Macedonia look for its own
model of development outside the EU?"

70.00%

0
60.1% 63% 60.80%

) 58.1% 0 58%
60.00% £5 00, 57:2%
50.2% 50.2%
50.00%  46.6% 47 4% ?
41.99 2.7%
39.49 0
40.00% 5.9% 6.4% Ho-3% o 60%
2.2% M32.8% 0 B83%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%
0.00%

2014 2015 2016 2017 2019- 2019- 2020- 2021- 2021- 2022 2023
spring autumn winter  winter autumn

®m The EU is the best alternative for N. Macedonia
®m N. Macedonia should look for its own model for development outside the EU
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EU is the best alternative or Should N. Macedonia look for its own model of
development outside the EU?

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

78.9

Total Macedonian Albanian Other nationality

® The European Union is the best alternative for Macedonia
®m Macedonia should look for its own model for development outside the EU
= None of the above

Don't know
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According to you, when can N. Macedonia expect entry into the EU?

In the next 5 years
59 years
10-14 years
15-25 years
26+ years

Never 30.2%

Don't know / Refuses to answer

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0%
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Believes that North Macedonia can expect entry into the European
Union in the next 5 years
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Main reasons for supporting EU entry (multiple answers)

60.0%

50.0% 47.7%

40.0%
34.3%
31.1%
30.0%
21.8% 21.7%
20.0%
0
10.0% 4.8%
- 0.1%
0.0%

A better Lower Greater Easier access Greater security Other Don't know/
standard of unemployment democracy to work abroad for the state Refuse to
living (more (judiciary, answer
investment) freedom of
speech,

freedom of the
media, rule of
law, etc.)
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Main reasons for refusal to enter the EU (multiple answers)

60.0%  56.1%

50.0%
40.0%
30.0% 26.8% 28.5%
23.2%
20.0% 16.8%
11.7%
10.0%
0.7%
0-0% I

Loss of Nothing will Deterioration Increased We do not Other Don't know/

national  be improved, of living  emigration of belong in that Refuses to

identity and only standards young people Union answer

(name, additional (rising prices)

language, conditions will
etc.) be imposed
on us
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Is the international position of North Macedonia stronger, weaker or the
same compared to 12 months ago?

60
o0 47.8%
44%
42% 0o,
40 39% 0
36% 0
20.8% 31.9% 2.29
070 9.4%
30 25 79 27.49 i
20%
20 7 7%
14%
v 0 | n 8'3%) 19
25.2% 0.
- B2 ow
0 . 1,50
Stronger Weaker The same Don't know/ Refuses to
w2018 m2019 2020 =2021 w2022 m™2023 answer
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In general, do you believe that there is a state or an
International organization that poses a threat to North
Macedonia?

Donot k now/ Refuse to
answer, 6%

No, 46%

Yes, 48%

eurothink.mk
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If yes, which is that country or international organization that poses a
threat to Macedonia?

|
B 6.3%

B 2.7%

Bulgaria
Russia
Albania
Kosovo |1.1%
Serbia I 2.4%
USA | 1.0%
Other I2.2%
EU | 1.3%
Greece |O.6%
Germany \0.5%

No enemies | 1.0%

France | 0.4%

Great Britain/ England | 0.2%

NATO | 0.5%

Don't know/ Refuse to answer _I 1.9%

Other 2.2%
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Which country or internationabrganization is the biggest friend of North
Macedonia?

Serbia [N 39.6%
usa (I 13.7%
Turkey [ 10.0%
EU [ s.4%
Germany [ 5.1%
Kosovo . 3.0%
NATO (B 3.6%
Russia [l 2.3%
Albania . 2.7%
Others |l 1.5%
China | 0.2%
Bulgaria 0.3%
Greece | 0.1%
France | 0.1%
It has no friend J- 5.8%

| 3.6%

Do not know/refuse to answer
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How and from Where do citizens
iInform themselves
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How do you get informed about political topics?

Through television _ 43.5%
I 1.8%
From friends or family - 12.5%
| do not get informed - 13.4%

Does not know/refuses to answer 0.1%

Through radio
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Who/what is the Internet source for political topics?
(multiple answers are possible)

Does not know!/ refuses to answer l 6

Instagram, Youtube, Podcasts '

6.8

Online platforms of the existing radio l
stations or TV channels

Online media platform - 24.2
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How citizens are informed about political topics according to rank

100.0

81.6

53.1

20.0 16.0

10.0 5.3 5.2

2.3
First ranked Second ranked Third ranked

® Online platforms - media ® Online platforms of the existing radio stations and TV channels

m Social media: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Youtube
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Do you follow foreign policy topics i.e.. Macedonia's European
Integration processes?

40.0
35.0 33.7
30.0
26.1
25.0
21.4
20.0
17.6
15.0
10.0
5.0
1.2
0.0 I
Yes, | follow them Yes, | follow them No, | follow them No, | do not follow Does not
frequently occasionally rarely them at all know/Refuses to
answer
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How important or not important to you is each of the following sources
of information about the EU and the country's accession process to the

50.0 EU
45.0 44.0 44.1
41.4
40.0
350 208 34.4
30.0
25.0 223 23.2 22.7
20.0
7.
° 5.
15.0 2 4129 20 2.1
0.2
10.0 7.4
5.6
4.7
5.0 I 45 I3.2
8 7
TV/Video Multimedia Texts and or Direct personal
Material material for infographics involvement in
online access public
(video, text, and events/debates
pictures
combined)
m1 1. It does not matter at all m 2 2. Itis not important m3 3. 10O0xjdz d&3d J
4 4. 1tis really important =55, Itis extremely important m 9 Does not know/refuses to answer
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How often/frequently are you informed/want to be informed on the
subjects of Macedonia in relation to the EU

60.0

50.0 48.2

40.0

30.2

30.0
20.0

10.0
3.3

Daily Weekly Monthly Does not
know/refuses to
answer

0.0
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How important do you think each of the following topics is or is not
Important for our society for the accession process and the EU accession

negotiations themselves: Judiciary and fundamental rights

60.0
52.6
35.6
7.3
15 25 ]
mees T

54.0

50.0

40.0

30.0

20.0

10.0

1.5 1.9
0.0 — S
For our society For you personally as a citizen
® [t does not matter at all ® |t is not important
= It is important It is very important
H |t is extremely important m Does not know/refuses to answer
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How important or unimportant do you think each of the following topics

IS to our society for the accession process and the EU accession
negotiations themselves: Justice, freedom and security

60.0
52.4
36.1
8.5
5 12 13 5
I

52.3
50.0

40.0
30.0
20.0

10.0

1.6 1.7
0.0 I E——
For our society For you personally as a citizen
® [t does not matter at all ® [t is not important
= It is important It is very important
® |t is extremely important m Does not know/refuses to answer



50.0

45.0

40.0

35.0

30.0

25.0

20.0

15.0

10.0

5.0

0.0
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How important or unimportant do you think each of the following topics
IS to our society for the accession process and the EU accession

negotiations themselves: Financial control
46.3 46.2
36.3 36.8
11.0 10.7
3.1 2.6 2.3
. — _— -

For our society For you personally as a citizen
= |t does not matter at all ® |t is not important = |t is important
It is very important H |t is extremely important m Does not know/refuses to answer



60.0

50.0

40.0

30.0

20.0

10.0

0.0
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How important or unimportant do you think each of the following topics

IS to our society for the accession process and the EU accession
negotiations themselves: Social policy and employment

47.8 48.5
375
35.1
13.2
11.6
1.2 15 5 r's 1.4 s
[ I .

For our society For you personally as a citizen
® |t does not matter at all ® |t is not important = It is important
It is very important H |t is extremely important ® Does not know/refuses to answer
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How important or unimportant do you think each of the following topics
IS to our society for the accession process and the EU accession
negotiations themselves: Environment and climate change

45.0
42.0
40.4 396 40.4
40.0
35.0
30.0
25.0
20.0
15.0
15.0
11.4
10.0
5.0
2.5 2.7
2.0 1.7 13
0.0 I N B . —
For our society For you personally as a citizen

® |t does not matter at all ¥ |t is not important

= It is important It is very important

H |t is extremely important m Doest not know/refuses to answer
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How important or unimportant do you think each of the following topics
IS to our society for the accession process and the EU accession
negotiations themselves: Free movement of goods

45.0 42.8 42.7
40.0
35.0
30.3
30.0 28.9
25.0
20.0 18.4
17.0
15.0
10.0
35 35 4.2
5.0 3.2 3.2 2.2
i I N -
For our society For you personally as a citizen
® [t does not matter at all ® |t is not important
= It is important It is very important
H |t is extremely important m Does not know/refuses to answer
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How important or unimportant do you think each of the following topics
IS to our society for the accession process and the EU accession
negotiations themselves: Agriculture and rural development

50.0
44.5
45.0
41.6
40.0 38.5
36.6
35.0
30.0
25.0
20.0
15.0
117 12.6

10.0

5.0 3.2 3.4 29 3.9

I : N
0.0 - I - I
For our society For you personally as a citizen
® |t does not matter at all = |t is not important = |t is important
It is very important E [t is extremely important m Does not know/refuses to answer
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How important or unimportant do you think each of the following topics
IS to our society for the accession process and the EU accession
negotiations themselves: Consumer protection and public health

50.0 473

45.0
40.0
35.0
30.0
25.0
20.0
15.0
10.0
50 2 8 2 5 2 8 5 0

0.0
For our society For you personally as a citizen
® |t does not matter at all = |t is not important = |t is important
It is very important H [t is extremely important m Does not know/refuses to answer
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f you have the opportunity for a direct meeting, direct participation,

with whom would you like to talk, to get more information about the
negotiation process of the RNM with the EU?

40.0

35.0

30.0

25.0

20.0

15.0

10.0

5.0

0.0

35.2
317
17.9
11.6
2.9
. ]
|
From an expert on From a journalist From a current None of the Others Does not
the topic of EU  who is following politician aformentioned know/refuses to
the topic of EU answer
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SUMMARY

Party preference has a very strong influence on tSll A The largest percentage of respondents who see

formation of public opinion and perception on
most of the sociepolitical topics in RN Macedonia

In terms of fundamental social values, a high 569
of respondents believe that there is no democrad
this is considered a decrease of 5%, compared ft
61% who declared in 2022

The same decrease in general dissatisfaction is
reflected through the citizens' opinion about the
direction of the state, where from 72% in 2022,
now in 2023, 62% believe that North Macedonia
moving in the wrong direction;

Despite the growing skepticism regarding the ent
of North Macedonia into the European Union, 53
agree that the entry into the EU is a good thing fq
the country in 2023 compared to 49% in 2022,
while 30% do not think so; 30% of respondents
think that Macedonia will never enter the EU, 124
think it will happen in 8 years, 10% think it woulg
happen in the next 5 years, 18% in14 years,
15% in 1825 years, and 9% believe it will happen
in more than 26 years

i k- EUROTHINK

threat, believe that at this moment it is Bulgaria
(79%). This answer is most common among eth
Macedonians (85.1%) and supporters of VMRO
DPMNE (89.7%), and among SDSM (80.4%). T
second mentioned "threat" is Russia (6.3%), afte
the events in Ukraine, and this answer is more
present among younger respondents and
respondents of Albanian nationality;

Informing through the Internet (56%) and throug

TV (43%) are the two most used ways of informi

about political news among the respondents. 109
are not informed, and 13% are informed through
friends and family;

Social networks turn out to be the highest
ranked source (most important) for political
information, with "winning" 87% of the
maximum possible score (100%). Online port
are significantly lower ranked with 24% of the
maximum score. Online platforms of existing
radio stations or TV channels are ranked with
only 7% points won;
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SUMMARY T —

A All the mentioned topics related to EU membership == =1l 1hs il leiniine = off o)l e o))
can be said to be considered important by the information, respondents give the highest
respondents, and the Judiciary and fundamental priority to TV/video material (47%); Direct
rights stand out, where 54% consider it extremely personal participation in a public event/debate
Important for thef[. atc_:cesstlkc]m prolcess gggtn.e EIU W is important or extremely important for 35% o
accession negotiations themselves, 52% highlig : : : : -
Justice, freedom and security, the topics of Social respondfents, OMUI]E'med'a rélater!al f%r ORiing d/
Policy and employment 48%: access for 34% of respondents; and text an

infographics for 33% of respondents;

A More than half of respondents point out Judiciary : :
and fundamental rights and Justice, freedom and A Respondents would like to receive :
security as "extremely important”. The "lowest" information from an expert on the EU topic
percentage (29%) mentions the free movement of (35%), 18% want to be informed by a
goods as "extremely important"; journalist who follows the EU topic and

11.6% want to be informed by a current

politician. 32% of respondents stated that

they do not prefer any of the offered
answers;

A The topics that the respondents consider to be the
most important for society are also the most
important for them personally as citizens with
insignificant small variations in terms of answers

eurothink.mk
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The research was carried out within the framework ofpihggect "Media for the EU"Civil society program for the
gartlmpatlon of the media in the negotiation process of North Macedonia for EU membership implemented by EUROTINK
enter for European Strategies, in partnership with ALDA and BIRS, and financially supported from the European Union. The
views expressed do not reflect those of ﬂI]Ee EU and é?S[%Oh_SIblhty for the content Tests solely with EUGRETeNFOr
uropean Strategies.
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