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Euroscepticism is a phenomenon that acts as a counterpoint to contemporary European societies that 

the liberal-democratic system. Individuals from members or aspiring members of the European Union 

-

tions and tendencies. 

-

ing outright and unqualified opposition to the process of European integration’ (Taggart 1998). Those 

They are labeled, again, as ‘Eurosceptics’.

-

-

institutions, protection from arbitrariness and persecution of corruption.

INTRODUCTION

5

Mariglen Demiri*, Dimitar Nikolovski**

 *  

 ** 



 The idea of   populism that can be defined “in the minimal terms as the unique set of ideas that under-

Eurosceptic populism can be singled out as “a particular kind of populism that relates to a political 

-

-

dents. The aim here is to understand and analytically divide the narratives noted during focus groups.

-

-

tries through desk research of public opinion surveys and political programs and manifestos, focus 

The findings presented here are demonstrative of a necessity in terms of the direction of research and 

6



state and European institutions. The other three cases espouse the development of Eurosceptic narra-

tives in three EU member states, as reactions to shortcomings in the EU policies of migration, represen-

tation, and national sovereignty.  Each policy brief contains recommendations for national govern-

ments, EU institutions, educational system, the media, and civil society.  

research and intervention. 
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TACKLING EUROSCEPTIC ILLIBERAL NARRATIVES
FROM BELOW: THE CASE OF ITALY 

Manuela Caiani*, Benedetta Carlotti**

 *  

 **  

Policy paper 

This policy report focuses on the case of Italy, and presents the evolution and dissemination 
the Eurosceptic feelings among the broader public in Italy. Indeed, the Italian scenario is a 

widespread Eurosceptic position. In addition to its overall depiction of the phenomenon, the 

Italian citizens have given for their stance against Europe. Closing normative reflections and 
recommendations conclude this policy report.
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overall high degree of confidence in the European Union’s institutions (EU). 

Some general hypotheses have been cited to explain the high level of support for the EU in Italy, 

-

Indeed, as one of the funding members of the EU, Italy and, and consequently the Italians, have had 

-

more, and not unlike the other Southern European member nations, Italians do not have   much confi-

-

importance is the fact that Italy is among the net receivers of generous allocations of cohesion funds in 

INTRODUCTION: 
ITALY AS A TRADITIONAL EURO-ENTHUSIAST COUNTRY
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In addition to the importance given to the general perception of the EU and the European identity, it is 

of fundamental importance to observe that the Italian elite has been commonly perceived as “bi-parti-

-

-

-

-

 



a vis the EU is a phenomenon that deserves further investigation. 
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Figure 2: 



made up the composition of each focus group.  

grievances and values of the represented sectors of the society. The second area of investigation 

respect to the EU as a political system. The last area of investigation concerned the organization’s 

-

international activities that might also anticipate the activities of other similar organizations (the 

used audio-visual materials to stimulate the discussion among the participants. 

12

DATA COLLECTION AND METHOD 
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Figure 3:  
express their sense of political identification
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recent years, this study delved deeper to better understand the Italian positions vis-à-vis the EU 

-

cultural. Europe is no longer perceived as a community of common values. 

reformist arguments

“Eurocritical positions” (Saputo, Movimento Federalista Europeo

the EU should go back to its founding values, in order to recover a shared sense of solidarity and to 

avoid “a utilitarian drift, that is to say, the Union itself has become the place one goes to with expectations, 

but those values that used to be inherent to the foundations of the Union are not really on the table 

anymore”

“a great opportunity that was often missed and went unnoticed.”

“the sore point of this European Union is the contrast that actually exists between the 

"dynastic powers" of the elite that I think holds the reins in th entire game, and the respect for people's 

rights”. 

the “disconnection between the values underlying the European Union and the practical realization that 

sows divisions between the capitals, which, in consequence, engender many other di�erences and rifts 

among the member states. 

THE FINDINGS 

Europe as a ‘Community of values’
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I am obviously referring to the strong di�erences that exist between the member states in the South and in 

the North of the Union. The states in the North are obviously more powerful economically and play their 

part and achieve their goals at the expense of the states in the South of the Union”

interesting to observe that all of them lamented the substantial deficiency of democratic transparency 

-

(reformist arguments

“become a real democratic agora with greater powers than the powers that the various 

representatives of national governments have, in this sense I am obviously referring to the Council” (Santini 

‘rejectionist 

arguments’

“superstructure that facilitates 

the trade between the states. This structure should perform the sole function of facilitating the circulation 

of goods and people”

-

level. 

-

but contesting some of the policies and politics in it). Interestingly, both the extreme right (represent-

Union, and they even declined in its capacity of a political union. 

 

The deficiencies of political Europe
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Table reporting the principal types of criticisms against the EU in Italy (source: focus groups) 
Ty

pe
 o

f c
rit

ic
is

m
 a

ga
in

st
 th

e 
EU

Reformist

Cu
ltu

ra
l

Po
lit

ic
al

Rejectionist

• Criticism of the political integration leading to cultural 

assimilation: “The �rst image (a Muslim woman with the 

European �ag), for example, gives me the idea of a girl who 

arrived here on a scholarship, with a language certi�cate, she 

came here and we are grateful to heaven that she came here. 

The second (riots in the Banlieue) is a model of assimilation 

that exposes the colonial history of the European Union. We are 

stained with blood, all of us” 

• Lack of cultural homogeneity and responsibility in each 

of the member states: “I �nd it hard to think about what the 

Union can do for that second picture (riot in the Banileue), I 

can't understand how that is the history of a single country, 

such as France, and that each state has its own history. Cultural 

integration was complicated 80 years ago, even with a much 

more homogeneous populations. The same di�culties that 

you �nd within a nation, can be identi�ed in Europe as well, 

obviously ,with a di�erent level of severity.” 

League)

• The rise of abstentionism in the European Elections related 

to the feeling of detachment “abstentionism 

makes us understand how detached Italians feel from the EU. 

There is a great distance that comes from the lack of identi�ca-

tion with the idea of European Union and the e�ectiveness of this 

vote, as well as from how much it is worth and can shift the 

political balance.”

• The lack of participation as a typical malaise of the political 

integration: “in my opinion there is one thing missing in our 

society that is killing our political culture even on a European 

level,  and that is participation”

positive view of the EP election: “On the issue of 

voting, I believe that it is absolutely necessary. You can express 

your position and have it represented on a European level” 

•  “What I would change is to 

give the EP legislative capacity. Now the EP votes some resolu

tions but it cannot do anything. It has no real representative 

bring people closer.”

• Rejection of the political integration and creation of a 

new Union of Mediterranean states: “I am much more 

in money but in a currency that measures the hours of work. 

That is to say, an hour of my work is worth as much as an 

hour of a Greek’s work. Obviously, there is a problem, we 

have moved on, you have to understand how to do it but you 

EuroStop)

• Rejection of the cultural integration on the basis of ethnic 

reasons: “the single individual, together with the national 

community, recognizes something superior and that is the 

nation, and together with the other peoples of Europe, they 

recognize the community of states (…)Here we have an 

attempt at cultural integration as a guarantee that more 

peoples and more ethnic groups will be able to live together, 

but the results are these, they are chaos”

Studentesca)

• Rejection of the European immigration policy by creating 

ethnic substitutions and causing internal instability: “with 

regards to illegal immigration, well, our idea is to create a naval 

blockade o� the coast of Libya or North Africa. With illegal 

immigration, people come here when they look for work and 

are o�ered work in the agriculture where they are paid two 

euros per hour, a much lower salary, of course, but in this way 

Italians lose their jobs too, isn’t it so?”

Studentesca)
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citizen.” 

control the socio-economic processes of their country. For example, in the criticism by the extreme 

 “eternal noose around the necks of the countries” 

integration” -

tion that the economic union is an 

never succeed. We used to have an asset swhose name was the European Community, nowadays we do 

 (Five Stars 

Movement Florence). 

Economic critiques against the EU
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-

various levels of integration.

This report established that the opposition to the EU, generally defined as Euroscepticism, is a multi-

dimension (culture, economy and politics) and its political dimension (policy, politics and polity). 

-

-

tion of the EU. 

-

nicalities.

DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS



Firstly, Euroscepticism as a concept is complex, multidimensional although broadly defined as nega-

-

-

organizations or ordinary citizens). Furthermore, some of the researched aspects, concerning both 

the contextual and the political dimensions of the EU, overlapped, thus a deeper and more nuanced 

focus including ordinary citizens. 

-

ing for Italy to leave the European Union, this general sense of detachment and lack of representation 

“the political scepticism is likely to cumulate, and that specific discontent (à la Easton) could trans-

to improve the inclusion of the citizens in the EU decision-making process and better and extensive 

education concerning the EU integration processes.

Lastly, there is a special recommendation to the ruling elite both on the national and European levels, 

-

-

direction of collecting, analyzing and including all the constructive criticisms into a potential reform 

of the EU and its institutional structure. 

19



fundamentally accept that Euroscepticism has to be understood as a multidimensional concept 

take Europe as a topic per se. This last assertion is of crucial importance for a better understand Euro-

20

-

-

-

inside?. Springer Nature.
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TACKLING EUROSCEPTICISM AND ILLIBERALISM
FROM BELOW: THE CASE OF
SLOVENIA

Marko Lovec* ** ***

 * 

 **  

 ***  

In this policy paper, we analyse the appeal of the Eurosceptic and Illiberal narratives pushed 

nia, the policy paper builds on two sets of data – the first set was obtained through desk 

on the basis of party programmes and opinion polls, while the second set recorded the 
voices of individuals via focus groups and interviews about Eurosceptic and Illiberal narra
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integration, such as the Eurozone and the migration crisis, thus revealing the dysfunctionality of the 

that the rise of Euroscepticism and illiberalism had deeper root causes, such as the changes in the 

crated by the international (neo)liberal governance in the area of economics.

9 

groups (demand side) attracted by the narratives in politics and media (supply side). The research also 

provide.

INTRODUCTION

 9  

trends, not only among certain sociodemographic groups and opposition parties, but also inside their government coalitions  and

regional dynamic that countered the international pressures.
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-

crisis of the centrist politics created space for more radical voices, and radicalised some of the existing 

parties and party elites.

paper discusses the findings and proposes recommendations.
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DESK RESEARCH

Euroscepticism

Party manifestos

-

-

brief period of time and the other, although not a member of the government coalition, supports the 

current government coalition in the parliament. For many years, Slovenia used to be one the countries 

not prevalent in any of the important sociodemographic categories, but it is rather related to some 

specific negative impacts of the EU and to the more general discontent. 

-

-

previous elections. The Homeland League (Domovinska liga), the party calling for fundamental 

 yet 

financial crisis and the Eurozone crisis.
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-

older voters are typically the most Eurosceptic, Eurosceptic parties achieved only marginal results 

despite the overrepresentation of their demographic pool of their voters.

 

-

-

Table: Eurosceptic parties in Slovenia

Euroscepticism)

United Slovenia

Party

Slovenian
National Party

The Homeland
League

The Socialist
Party of Slovenia

Politics (NATO,
third countries)

Economy
(trade, investment) Identity (migration)

The party is in favour of Slo-exit in 
order to prevent the negative 
impact of the trade agreements and 
to enable Slovenia to engage in 

national sovereignty. The party is 
against a European federation and 
emphasizes the absence of directly 
elected institutions.
European politicians are described 

The party is against the existing 
regulation that restricts the 
establishment of a more social 
union and enables companies to 
avoid taxation.

The party supports Slo-exit, the EU 
is described as a “fascist organisa-

member states are losing their 

The EU should demilitarise and 
It is in favour of sovereignty so that 
the states can determine their 
economic/trade policies.

The party supports the return of 

Slovenia should make decisions 
independent of the of foreign 

relevant should be made in Slovenia 

The party is against the intensifica-

right to regulate and prevent the 
negative impact on agriculture, 
economy and environment.

The EU is important for Slovenia 
and its economy but it should be 
reformed. 

The party is against centralisation 
and Brussels based governance, 
and federalisation.

The party is against the 
progressive principles 
concerning the migrants 

The EU migration policy 
is considered a 
“genocide against 



Scheme 1: Stylised presentation of party manifestos

26

-

of the more traditional parties, this is articulated as more general independence for the state and less 

-

comes to the EU, the parties supporting Slo-exit emphasize the need for independent decision-making 

of more fundamental reforms articulate their positions as against all imposed progressivism (Home-

oppose the centralism of Brussels institutions (the Homeland League) and the federation (United 

-

-

League) are more moderate and focus more on specific EU policies and identity issues.



Scheme 2: Share of respondents that have confidence in EU

27

Public opinion

membership and various EU policies, but they believe that their voice does not count for much. The 

issues, such as migration, have climbed up on the list of priorities more recently, e.g. during the migra-

tion crisis. Slovenians have more confidence in the EU institutions than in their national government, 

11

 11  The case of migration is particularly interesting. Slovenians constantly featured among those in the EU that expressed the most



Key findings of the desk research concerning  Euroscepticism:

28

as the benefits of Slovenia’s membership (especially the economic cooperation, but the freedom of 

-

-

• The support for the EU has until recently been very high both among the ordinary Slovenian citizens 

• Slovenians tend to have more confidence in the EU than in the national elites regarding most of the 

programmes of the Eurosceptic parties as part of the reason for their calls for independent deci-

sion-making.
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Illiberalism

independent institutions, protection from arbitrariness and persecution of corruption.

Party politics

issues have been identified as problematic, such as the pressures on the media and civil society. SDS 

press agency and has supported the development of partisan media, thus obstructing media pluralism. 

-
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Public opinion

protection by independent courts  have been perceived as very important in Slovenia (Specialised Euro-

time, the perceived need to improve the situation in Slovenia in these areas has been significantly higher 

exposed to intimidation by politicians through threats or hateful messages (in both cases the share one 

Table: Illiberalism in Slovenia 

Slovenian Democratic Party

Liberal international order 

Illiberal regime

Pluralism, human rights

Slovenian National Party

congratulated Donald Trump  on his victory 
in the US elections even before the  count 

electoral rules.

partisan media. 

progressive groups.

Criticism of the previous governments, 
described as an extended arm of lobbies.

No explicit intentions to install illiberal 

-
porary illiberal democracies.
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civil society. 

-

istics to the next, and that it is heavily context dependent. For example, the support for certain traits, such 

media, human rights and the more specific rights, such as the right to asylum. Some polls demonstrate 

higher confidence in the existing institutions among the younger and better educated citizens (e.g. Flash 

Key findings of the desk research concerning illiberalism:



basic understanding of the EU, the pros and cons of the EU membership, the specific vision of the EU 

-

disclosed specific types of perception that can be linked to the respondents background, such as the 

-

Focus groups

Overall attitudes and perceptions

RESEARCH OF TARGET GROUPS
AND STAKEHOLDERS

32



-

-

-

-

Pros and cons

33



and the policies on migration for 

alternative vision in more specific manner (and depending on the issue, sometimes in even more radical 

-

in Brussels. In the Homeland League we are strongly behind subsidiarity. That is to say that only those 

things that cannot be solved on a state level should be advanced to a supranational level. This was the 

fundamental freedoms of the EU. 

-

34

 

 



-

-

-

about their sources of information, but also defended the basic principles of pluralism and accountabili-

in most cases.14 

Political attitudes

Key findings of the focus groups:

• Supporters of hard right parties see as an obstacle Brussels centralism and progressive ideologies 

authoritarian personality can be noticed, the attitudes can be explained in quite pragmatic terms.

35

 14  



-

dent institutions, pluralism and basic rights.

Interviews

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Unlike the rest of the region, Slovenia does not have some great historical narrative and its nationalism 

-

European identity

36



-

pro-European until they have to face some more problematic issues, such as the migrant crisis and the 

-

about the European political groups, their visions or the positions of the Slovenian political actors on 

Political actors

37



The narratives that place globalism against souvereignism are, as the EU itself, “far too sophisticated for 

-

values like the human rights. Furthermore, these political ideologies contributed to Slovenia’s sense of 

38



Key findings of interviews:

• The national identity is not seen as contradictory to the European identity, but  rather the opposite. 

• The EU crises and the global crises in general contributed to the crisis of political ideologies that 

-

ble to illiberalism and authoritarian trends.

39



This research has corroborated that the Slovenian political elites and citizens in most part have positive 

of the grand narratives that are e of great significance and importance for the Slovenians and are conse-

quently not much more than an empty signifier. The perception of the EU in terms of the social-liberal 

parties that did not go against it. 

The global economic crisis and the eurozone crises that exposed the asymmetric dependence of Slove-

nia and had concrete negative consequences for various socioeconomic groups, acted as a trigger for a 

opportunity to build on the grounds of securitization-nationalism and on the traditional fears of 

more inclusive development paradigms pushed by the EU. 

DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

40



-

-

gram/.

-

References

Based on the above, the recommendations for tackling Illiberalism and Euroscepticism in Slovenia, are 

• The European integration narrative should centre around a more inclusive economic narrative (green 

and specialisations.

41



-

-

-

-
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IF YOU SCRATCH THE SURFACE:
EUROSCEPTICISM IN POLAND 

Adam Balcer* **

 *  

 **  

This policy report deals with Euroscepticism present in Poland as a member state of the 

adopts the concept of sovereignty as main theoretical and argumentative backbone of 
Polish Eurosceptics, and through the public opinion polls and focus groups design the over

parties and initiatives.



supports the membership of their country in the EU and this level of support is one of the highest 

-

-

-

-

cal situation, discourse of politicians and opinion makers and the results of focus groups organized 

INTRODUCTION

44

 



parties (including to a lesser degree even the voters of the hard Eurosceptic political forces) 

expressed their support for the EU.  This high approval rating in favour of the membership in the EU 

• age (middle)

• higher level of education 

• higher income

17 The image of the EU is very positive 

18

POLISH PUBLIC OPINION AND THE EU 

45

 

 

 17  



18

-
19

advocates a thorough reform of the EU, mainly by relegating the key competences in the deci-

Socioeconomic frame

Sovereignty

46

 18  

 19  

 



-

ed in a democratic backsliding

and its key member states. The European Commission preconditions the EU budget and other funds 

positions on this issue. They depend very strongly on the political sympathies (the pro-government 

47

 

 
 

 The opinions depend to a large degree on the questions posed by pollsters. 

not fulfil the requirements. 

in the EU.  

podzieleni.



default, the internal legitimacy of the EU.

-

 

Legitimacy

Cultural framework  

48

 

 

 

could



-

-

-

ates.

-

ence their approach to the EU indirectly.

-

49

 

national-belonging-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
 

 

 



-

-

Marek Suski

) or criticize the strategic directions 

degree the public figures themselves introduce, or even impose, this discourse on the public or 

THE EUROSCEPTIC DISCOURSE AND
ITS SOCIAL RECEPTION 

50

 

 

 

 

 „I have in mind various issues, such as the immigration policy, climate policy or industrial policy, the infringement of the national



Union.

-

present some counternarratives and methods for their implementation, as proposed by the students 

-

In defence of dignity and sovereignty.38  Sovereignty frame 

-

-

process of further integration threatens to only further limit the sovereignty of the states. This is so 

-

risk, the European Union should halt all further integration, and even reverse some of the political 

51

 

 



German attack under the EU flag. Legitymacy framework39

the accusations levelled at the EU elites of being detached from the people and the countries that 

constitute the Community. 

-

pean Union as an extraneous organisation to its member states, sometimes compared to “the Soviet 

-

-

-

-

nary elites. They also pointed to the unfairness brought about by the inequality among the states. 

Let Poland be Poland. Cultural frame

some pan-European identity.

52

 



-

of the same coin. The EU is seen as an organization that is responsible for some spontaneous processes 

-

The Eurobalance sheet of profits and losses. Socioeconomic frame

appreciated by the respondents. They could easily list many personal benefits that the membership 

-

the infrastructure developments co-financed by the EU, and some provisions included in the EU poli-

-

fits. Because "it is enough to sign international agreements to attain the same goals", and as an exam-

ple, they referred to the Schengen zone, consisting of only some of the  EU countries, and at the same 

time, of countries that are not members of the EU. 

did not see the EU as a community of shared values and common rights. They perceived it as a source of 

among the respondents. Some of them, mainly those holding positions more firmly against the EU, 

53



Directions of actions that could be taken by the EU and member states:

• Further investments in infrastructure

• Stressing the size of the Single Market, 

Methods of achieving the goals:

arguments openly, and then experts could comment them and highlight the benefits, but at the same 

-

and the Union.

-

-

-

„Counter-narrations to Eurosceptic narratives”: Student’s workshop results 

54



cultures, but also highlighting the shared values. Events, campaigns, tourism, etc. The aim of these 

common European values. 

should address the local communities. 

-

tries. 

55



-

-

-

CONCLUSIONS

56
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ON THE BUMPY ROAD TO THE EU:
ILLIBERAL AND EUROSCEPTIC NARRATIVES
IN NORTH MACEDONIA

Mariglen Demiri, Dimitar Nikolovski

The policy paper outlines the main attitudes and initiatives of the Eurosceptics in North 

derived by the idea of sovereignty and national dignity, which according to the protagonists 
are endangered.



the years, the ambitions and mood of the establishment, but also the citizens of North Macedonia, have 

moved in Euro-enthusiast directions. The European Union has been seen as a very significant asset to 

the survival of the state, the economy, and the identity of the dominant Macedonian ethnic population, 

-
41 

and governance that resulted in illiberal practices in a democratic state (or simply illiberal democracy). 

That approach introduced Eurosceptic sentiments into the political debate, pleading for alternative 

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the sources and dynamics of Eurosceptic trends in North 

responsibility and introducing elements related to national and identity perspectives into public 

discourse.

INTRODUCTION

 41 

60



and the non-governmental sector. For them, the EU represents the potential for liberal and minority-in-

setting.

The second position, and the most significant for this paper, are instances of Eurosceptic discourse. 

capacity and Eurosceptic discourse. Their ideological and political profile is extreme (radical or extreme) 

-

demic, podcasts had a significant impact on the public, especially on young people, regarding their 

Macedonia is still the European Union.44 

The third discursive instance is ambivalent about the strategic integration options of North Macedonia 

 

  

 
 44 Ibid.
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that it is not opposed to membership in the European Union.  The public approach of this party is popu-

-

al, and anti-establishment positions.

-

country. 
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-

impression, among some citizens, that the prolongation and Bulgarian veto on the start of negotiations 

this study, a time comparison of several questions can be included. The Eurometer research in the 

PUBLIC OPINION ON THE EU

63



-

ment of Eurosceptic narratives. 

64



North Macedonia. Thirty-five participants from all demographic categories participated in the focus 

their discursive referentiality in the direction of the basic intention of the research, namely, examining 

the Eurosceptic attitudes and moods in Northern Macedonia.

The first category -

- United Europe, end of nationalisms, carbon-neutrality, green Europe, freedom of choice. In that direc-

The right to choose is seen as one of the most important rights, consequent to the right of functioning 

-

democratic mood. The notion of freedom is also applicable in the Euro-enthusiastic hierarchy of values. 

Focus Groups

65



"Respecting the rules of the game was my second point, which doesn’t mean we should go with that cliché 

respecting the rule of law principle or, I do not know what else, but the rules of the gameplay. If there are 

you move freely, it is now the culture, if you go honestly and honestly, and the law applies to everyone, not 

to be oppressed or ... "

Struga)

-

European Union. 

"European politicians in general and citizens show a high level of moral responsibility to themselves and to 

the society in which they are active as actors, whether they are from one side or the other of politics. "

The second category

them, not because of the inability to fulfill them, but because of the inability to fulfill those duties and 

absurd demands”

66



“We are too obedient to others. We need to start thinking for ourselves” 

The third category

In that direction, the EU is a negative benchmark of value, cultural, and even national-political direction. 

remarks of the EU influence in Northern Macedonia. 

would never vote for, but there are many other laws I would accept, such as regulations on cycling.”

Tetovo)

colleague, about those marriages between a man and a man, a woman with a woman, and I am not for 

that."

or family values. Here is what happened to Notre Dame when it caught fire. What are those pedophile 

“With European working hours, we cannot maintain our traditional values ...”

The inclusiveness of minority groups in any sense, in the eyes of some of the participants, is a problem 

they cannot avoid. 

67



The fourth category 

are in close cooperation. Close relations, so if they do not want you, you have to look for an alternative, 

to have an alternative.” 

“We have no other alternative. I think we cannot go to the bloc again with Russia or China I think ...”

there must always be an alternative.”

-

ern Macedonia and Bulgaria. 

“In general, the dispute must be resolved first, and then we must go on the European path because at the 

moment it is our reality. Otherwise, we can only have a dream.“

up-to-date in terms of decision-making, especially in relation to non-EU countries.

68



the perspective of the freedoms promoted by the EU member states, such as freedom of choice in the 

political or cultural sphere, freedom of movement, freedom of the labor market, and economic free-

experienced and promoted, indicating a certain amount of cynicism and hypocrisy. Namely, EU mem-

-

dom has been highlighted as one of the most important components of Euro-enthusiasm.

partner countries. The elements of sovereignty and the possibility of national humiliation through 

negotiation and indulgence of other states and neighbors are especially included as arguments for seek-

ing alternatives. Despite the presence of illiberal international actors, the preferred alternatives to the 

69
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-

-

-

-

has an identity crisis.

RELATIONS BETWEEN EUROPE, THE EU
AND NORTH MACEDONIA
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encouraging EU-scepticism, there are the so-called conditionalities of the EU and the impression that 

Eurosceptics, but Eurosceptics precisely because of the ideological foundations of this kind of Europe 

and the arbitrary demands on North Macedonia, especially in terms of identity, but also in direction to 

-

-

lism." Hence, the appearance of various populist and EU-sceptic- manifestations in the country is seen 

as a consequence of a lack of enthusiasm for reforms in the EU and North Macedonia.

the EU and the possibility of enlargement to counter the danger of the emergence of strong nationalist 

EU-OPTIMISM VS EU-SCEPTICISM

71



-

eignty and decision-making autonomy is seen not only as part of nation-states but also as part of the EU. 

-

The alternative includes not only include geographical but also values-based and cultural elements 

-

SOVEREIGNTY AND EU ALTERNATIVE

72



In that direction, the argument for this alternative can be seen in the non-undermining of sovereignty 

-

-

-

-

sized as one of the key components. 

Key findings of interviews:

• European identity is seen as confronting National identity. 

• Most Macedonians doesn’t feel positively about the EU and the overall attitude is influenced by identi-

ty erasure and deprivation of sovereignty

• National Sovereignty is one of the key concepts espoused in opposition to the EU.
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-

sian parties and movements in recent years, the attractiveness of such viable alternatives as the 

Eurasian Union has not had a significant rise, as seen from the public opinion surveys and focus 

length and uncertainty of the Euro-integrative processes create fertile political opportunity structures 

for the rise of these options to more prominence. In this regard, the research team can propose several 

international donors and civil society, a reinvigorated educational approach on the Eu is necessary. 

4.  The common regional market in the Western Balkans needs fast implementation, so that the benefits 

of a common market can be directly felt. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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-

-

-

-

-

-

References
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ILLIBERAL AND EUROSCEPTIC NARRATIVES:
COMPARISON AND CONCLUSIONS

regarding the main Eurosceptic narratives and reflections as seen though public opinion, focus 

groups, and select interviews with political party and movement activists. In order to draw some 

conclusions, we compare the four cases along findings of public opinion surveys and the fieldwork 

PROJECT RESEARCH TEAM



to us in the comparison of the national contexts of the four country cases.

countries except for Slovenia. 

and the attachment to Europe (compared to the EU average) in most of the countries except for Slove-

-

block and political organization.

DESK RESEARCH – COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

77



-

ment of people, goods and services, but more positive about the political and diplomatic influence of 

-

-

ment and the euro.

levels of economic development of the countries concerned. The relatively less positive opinions of 

explained by the size of the respective countries. 
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created the  feeling of community among the citizens of the EU. Compared to the EU average, the 

The strength of the  economy, healthcare and environment could be the reason that explains the posi-

-

cization of those issues.
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-

doms, compared to the EU average. Italians had relatively strong feelings about respect for human 

life, religion, democracy and respect for other cultures, but  their feelings about human rights, the rule 

-

ing the planet and solidarity. 
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political spectrum. 

-

tives. 

from its member states. The respondents perceived the common EU institutions as distant from the 

-

munity as dominated by bureaucracy. 

FIELDWORK COMPARISON
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

country’s integration. 

-

-

-
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The recommendations contained in the policy briefs are the product of the country specific studies, 

and are directed at both local and European actors. To finalize, three common threads and shared 

1. Representation and democratic deficit: 

of the EU and those from the one candidate country researched. This perception needs to be mitigat-

as in the EU institutions.

2. Integration narratives: The economic narratives need to be more strongly present in talks on Euro-

benefits of the open market for aspiring EU members.

3. Education: More innovative formal and informal programs on the EU need to be introduced at all 

educational levels. The functioning of the EU and benefits of EU membership seem to be forgotten by 

large parts of the young populations, in both member and non-member countries. In particular, popu-

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Commission.

-

sion.
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