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The 2020 research entitled: "Ravaging our future: forms / models of organized crime in 
illegal logging in the Republic of North Macedonia", published by Eurothink, pointed 
out the urgency and importance of taking measures against the emergence of unlawful, 
otherwise known and as illegal logging. In theory, integrated as part of the corpus that 
defines environmental crime, in the broader definition this term denotes "an act commi-
tted with the intent to harm or potentially damage the environment and/ or the biologi-
cal world for economic or personal gains in contravention of the law“. 1

 This type of crime transcends national borders and is turning into an international pro-
blem, given the organizational structures of groups involved in illegal logging, which are 
transnational. The seriousness and scale of the problem of deforestation was raised 
internationally. Namely, the danger of deforestation was noted at the Conference on 
Climate Change held in Glasgow, Scotland in 2021. Over 100 countries, including North 
Macedonia, have supported the initiative to combat this phenomenon globally and nati-
onally.

A 2020 study, financially supported by the Global Initiative against Transnational Organi-
zed Crime under the Resilience Fund, conducted and published by Eurothink, identifies 
the causes of illegal logging in structural factors, such as poor forest management, legal 
shortcomings, as well as the socio-economic factor, which stimulates and encourages 
such forms of functioning. Hence, the implications of this phenomenon are numerous 
and multifaceted, and in turn urgent in terms of the necessity to tackle it.

This research provided an impetus to take significant steps at the institutional and non-
-institutional level in our country. Following the publication of the research analysis 
report, the so-called Coordination Body for prevention of the crime of illegal logging 
held several meetings with relevant institutions and line departments in 2021. 

1 Mary Clifford, Environmental Crime: Enforcement, Policy, and Social Responsibility (Gaithersburg,
Maryland: Aspen Publishers, 1998).

INTRODUCTION
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In addition to bringing round institutions in relation to this type of environmental crime, 
the research has also revved up some processes in terms of strengthening forest pro-
tection and defense mechanisms. This prompted the signing of the collective agree-
ment of the employees in the Forest Police sector -to improve working conditions and 
performance of their duties. In fact, the Report focused its recommendations mainly on 
the Forest Police and on improving the efficiency of this institution. The need for 
employment, higher wages, uniforms, vehicles, equipment and vocational training was 
emphasized. The subject of analysis was the situation in nine cities in our country.

The first part of the report is a continuation of the 2020 Eurothink report, with the deve-
lopments from the day of the publication of the Report until the end of the calendar 
year (2021) being the main subject of research. 

On one hand, it looks into the relevant and competent institutions dealing with forest 
protection, official documents, memoranda and minutes by state institutions and on the 
other hand it looks into academic contributions related to this domain. In a way, the 
research thus monitors and assesses the impact of the Eurothink Report 2020 on the 
competent institutions in charge of forest protection authorized by the Law on Forests 
and the Criminal Code. In the analysis, special chapters are dedicated to the Coordina-
tion Body for solving the crime of illegal logging, to the Forest Police, PE National 
Forests and criminal cases processed by the branches of the Public Prosecutor's Office 
and the basic courts in the cities of Prilep, Strumica, Gevgelija and Veles. 

The second part of this Report builds on the previously conducted analysis of the situa-
tion in the nine cities of Tetovo, Kumanovo, Kicevo, Struga, Skopje, Berovo, Pehchevo, 
Gostivar and Bitola, supplemented by an analysis of the situation in the cities of Gevge-
lija, Prilep, Veles and Strumica. For that purpose, 15 people were interviewed who have 
directly or indirectly dealt with this phenomenon or have been affected by it. It can be 
noticed that the problems in one municipality or one settlement overflow into another 
municipality or another settlement, which, in itself is rather symptomatic. Also, a strong 
conclusion is drawn that these problems with illegal logging and timber are not only 
isolated local environmental problems but they are at once multidimensional, institutio-
nal, criminal phenomena.

9



DESK ANALYSIS

The methodology entails two approaches. The first approach is desk analysis (analysis of 
available documents and publicly available information), and the second - field research, 
where  information and experiences of relevant representatives of institutions and other 
stakeholders are collected through interviews.

The publication of the Eurothink report and the establishment of the Coordinating Body 
for Tackling the Crime of Illegal Logging are taken as the starting point of this desk ana-
lysis in order to explore the legal and institutional aspects of the problem from the begi-
nning to the end of the calendar year 2021, the period of writing the analysis. This inclu-
des criminal charges, cases, trial expediency and final outcomes. These data are 
obtained on the basis of the Law on Free Access to Public Information and by browsing 
the Internet portals, social media and other Internet sources that publish and process 
news on a daily basis.

A list of 75 questions was sent to the relevant institutions, with 47 responding, while 10 
institutions answered that they do not have the information on the questions asked, and 
12 provided no answers at all.2

2 The Ministry of Interior provided no answers on the issue of a list of implemented activities between January to August, as a result of 
the conclusions adopted by the Coordination Body for Solving the Crime of Illegal Logging. No answers were received from the State 
Statistical Office on the questions: At how many hectares was afforestation carried out between 1951 to 2020, distributed by years and 
regions?; How many formal employees from the ranks of PE National Forests conducted their work in other institutions or public 
enterprises that are not part of the PE National Forests in RS Macedonia?; How many were employed and how many retired in the 
Forest Service from 1991 to 2020, distributed by years and by cities?; How many were employed and how many retired in the Forest 
Police service from 1991 to 2021, distributed by year and by cities? Answers were not received from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Water Economy to the questions: Minutes of the work of all held sessions of the coordination body for solving the crime of illegal 
logging?; How many officers from the Forest Police were reported for abuse of office under Article 353 of the Criminal Code for actions 
related to illegal logging under Article 226 of the Criminal Code from 1991 to 2020, divided by cities and years?; How many reports for 
illegal logging under Article 226 of the CC were filed from 1991 to 2020, divided by cities?; How many persons were employed and 
how many retired in the Forest Police service from 1991 to 2021, distributed by year and by cities? No answer was received by the 
Deputy Prime Minister in charge of the fight against corruption and crime, sustainable development and human resources to the 
question: List of activities implemented from January to August, as a result of the conclusions adopted by the Coordination Body for 
Resolving the crime of illegal logging? No answer was received by the PE National Forests to the question: What is the amount of stolen 
timber from 1991 to 2020 distributed by cities and by years? No answer was received by the Basic Court in Prilep to the question: How 
many final judgments of imprisonment and at what length in each judgment  for illegal logging under Article 226 of the Criminal Code 
(in terms of length of incarceration) were rendered by the courts from 1991 to 2020 (disaggregated by year)?

METHODOLOGY
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FIELD WORK

With respect to the cooperation with the institutions, the Basic Public Prosecutor's Office 
from Prilep , where we received an answer that they do not have the information reques-
ted, and the State Statistical Office, where we did not receive any answers to our requests, 
were the least willing to cooperate, so the data held by the Statistical Office were obtained 
through their internet archive, in which, part of the information related to forestry is pre-
sented in one publication (from 2000 to 2007), and from 2008 to 2014 the data are pub-
lished in yearbooks (for each year individually).3

Fifteen unstructured anonymous interviews were conducted in four cities, as a follow-up to 
a published Eurothink 2020 Study conducted in nine cities. The interviews were condu-
cted in Strumica, Veles, Prilep and Gevgelija. The respondents are persons who are directly 
or indirectly involved in this issue. Their identities are protected and anonymous. Three 
types of interviewed representatives were covered in the interviews. 

The first type are representatives of institutions dealing with protection and prevention of 
crime of this type; the second type are representatives who in the past were active partici-
pants in illegal logging and the third type are people who are representatives of the non-
-governmental sector, activists, journalists and others.

The first interviews with the former participants in illegal logging in Prilep were conducted 
on 3 and 24 September 2021. Three interviews in Strumica were conducted on September 
13, 2021, three interviews in Veles were conducted on September 16, 2021, three 
interviews in Prilep were conducted on October 21, 2021 and two interviews in Gevgelija 
were conducted on November 18, 2021. In addition to these interviews, one interview in 
Prilep was conducted on December 2, 2021 and one interview in Skopje was conducted 
on November 22, 2021. Hence, a total of 15 interviews were conducted, of which 6 in 
Prilep, 2 in Gevgelija, 3 in Veles, 3 in Strumica and 1 in Skopje. 

The questions mainly referred to the situation in the local environment in which the 
respondent lives, the extent of illegal logging, who engages in illegal logging, the ways 
and forms in which it is conducted, the involvement and cooperation of state structures 
with organized groups that carry out illegal logging, the cooperation between the repre-
sentatives of the state structures and institutions in charge of suppressing this phenome-
non, the mechanisms used by these institutions to deal with this phenomenon, etc.

3 The research team tried to get more recent data, but the institutions it tried to contact did not share such information
until the closing of this Report.



In the continuation of the Report, as subject of analysis will be considered: (1) The Coor-
dination Body for Addressing Crime with Illegal Logging, as a newly established body 
established to deal with illegal logging as a problem of urgent importance, (2) The 
Forest Police, as a body responsible for preventing and suppressing the occurrence of 
illegal logging, (3) the processing of criminal and misdemeanor cases in the regional 
units (Strumica, Prilep, Veles and Gevgelija) of the public prosecutor's offices and the 
basic courts, as important link in the system of prevention and suppression of criminal 
activities and (4) PE National Forests, as a formal body that manages the state and priva-
te forests and which includes the forest guard service as part of the protection sector.

On January 29, 2021, less than a month after the publication of the Eurothink Research 
Report, a meeting was convened by the Deputy Prime Minister for Combating Corrupti-
on and Crime, Sustainable Development and Human Resources. The meeting was 
attended by: the Minister of Interior, the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Eco-
nomy, the Director of the Public Security Bureau, the Director of the PE National Forests, 
the Head of the Forest Police and the representative of the Forestry and Hunting Sector 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy. At the meeting, the Coordi-
nation body for solving the crime of illegal logging was established, as a kind of synthe-
sis of the entities responsible for detecting, proving and combating environmental 
crime, in this case - illegal logging.4 This body does not include representatives from 
courts and public prosecutors in the country, who are also important actors in dealing 
with and preventing this form of crime.

4 “Our Forests,” PE National Forests 79 (2021): 4.

ANALYSIS OF COMPETENT AUTHORITIES

COORDINATING AUTHORITY FOR TACKLING THE 
CRIME OF ILLEGAL LOGGING
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In order to fulfill one of the recommendations from Eurothink, a Collective Agreement was  
signed on February 12, 2021 to regulate the rights, obligations and responsibilities of 
employees in the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy. Although the 
signing of a collective agreement for the employees of the Forest Police is not included as 
a priority, that step has nonetheless been taken, regardless of the conclusions of the mee-
ting of the Coordination Body and the specific goals. Also, on April 28, 2021, the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy announced at a press conference that it had 
procured uniforms for the needs of the Forest Police.

In addition to identifying the needs for establishing such a coordinating body, guideli-
nes were given for the adoption of a law on forest police, amendments to the Law on 
Forests,establishment of an electronic system which is presented as one of the priori-
ties for monitoring the wood mass and coordinating the activities of the relevant institu-
tions.

Since then (December) this coordination body met at the end of September, and for the 
minutes and activities undertaken, in accordance with the last meeting, the participants 
in this research have not received a response despite the request for access to public 
information to the Ministry of Interior, MAFWE and PE National Forests. 

According to the activities of this body to date, it can be concluded that, except for the 
start of the implementation of the electronic system for monitoring the wood stock, no 
information has been published on the implementation of other priorities.
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The Forest Police was established on October 1, 1998, the same year that the Public Enter-
prise National Forests was established. Since then, the Forest Police has been part of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy. Its activities and powers are set out 
within the framework of the Law on Forests, the Law on Misdemeanors and the Criminal 
Code. Hence, the members of this unit have the following powers: 

The Forest Police Sector in 2021 has a total of 380 employees, although in 2004 the total 
number of employees in the Forest Police was 112 people. The largest influx of new 
people happened in 2009. According to Article 81 of the Law on Forests, the Forest Police 
is financed from the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia. At the same time, it is one 
of the differences with the employees in the forest rangers service, which is part of the PE 
National Forests.

• to guard the forests;
• to intervene; 
• to prevent and identify or detain persons caught committing offenses punishable 
under this law or criminal offenses relating to forests in respect of whom there is a reaso-
nable suspicion that they have committed such offenses;
• to inspect all means by which wood and other forest products are transported or trans-
ferred to all places where wood and other forest products are stored; 
• to temporarily confiscate objects and means with which a crime or misdemeanor has 
been committed and the objects that have arisen or have been appropriated by commit-
ting such an act;
• to monitor and report on the condition of forests in relation to illegal logging and tree 
poaching, forest fires, plant diseases, forest pests, as well as other disasters and to 
inform the competent authorities about the illegal appropriation of forests and forest 
land, and  to open a procedure against the perpetrators before a competent authority.

FOREST POLICE 
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5 “Nikolovski: We are improving the working conditions and motivating the forest police officers to be dedicated to 
contributing to the fight against illegal logging,” April 28, 2021, https://iportal.mk/makedonija/nikolovski-gi-
podobruvame-uslovite-za-rabota-gi-motivirame-shumskite-policajci-posveteno-da-pridonesuvaat-kon-borbata-
protiv-nelegalnata-secha/.

With this step, the conditions of the Forest Police have improved significantly, though not 
optimally. The conducted interviews highlighted important elements missing at present 
including missing elements over the years related to the improvement of the working 
conditions of employees in this sector.According to the statements in the interviews of the 
employees of the Forest Police, some stations of the Forest Police are in a very bad situati-
on in all aspects: spatial, hygienic, energy inefficiency, in some cases the employees in the 
stations themselves repair the inventory, bring their own personal computers and buy 
heaters on their own initiative. Also, the vehicles of the Forest Police are not always avai-
lable to these persons during the actions they carry out, and the reasons for that are either 
the lack of fuel or their technical malfunctions.

Regarding the collective agreement, which is a very important step, there are some short-
comings. Namely, it is about the non-coverage of the administrative persons from the 
ranks of the Forest Police, who are employed in this unit and who receive treatment under 
the Law on Civil Servants. Under the signed collective agreement, the salary increase 
circumvented them, and very often their duties carry a burden of responsibility in terms of 
writing applications and representation in courts.

Following the recommendations contained in the Eurothink 2020 Report, on which this 
Report builds, a collective agreement was signed in April 2021. The collective agreement 
signed with the Forest Police Union in April 2021 is a step forward in improving the wor-
king conditions of the Forest Police and raising the satisfaction of employees in this sector. 
The importance of the Forest Police in combating this type of crime is evidenced by the 
statement of the Deputy Prime Minister for Combating Corruption: 

"This institution has a key and exceptional role in combating organized crime. 
We are committed to reducing the risks of corruption and crime. We preserve 
our natural wealth and protect the environment.“ 5



6 Law on Forests, RULEBOOK ON THE RULES FOR PERFORMANCE OF ACTIVITIES BY THE FOREST POLICE,
(Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia, No. 112), Article 7.

7 Law on Forests, RULEBOOK FOR PERFORMANCE OF THE WORK OF THE FORESTRY SERVICE AND THE FORM AND
CONTENT OF THE OFFICIAL BOOK ON UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES AND ON ESSTABLISHING THE FACTUAL
SITUATION IN THE FORESTKEEPING REGION (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia, no. 112), Article 7.  

What remains to be implemented is the work on improving the conditions and performan-
ce of forest police officers, but also on investments in technical aids that would make it 
easier to prevent or record the cases and perpetrators of crimes and misdemeanors rela-
ted to the forest. Thus, for example, cameras and drones can be procured, training in the 
use of these technologies can be provided, access to the Internet and other types of ICT 
can be provided, especially in the context of prevention and early detection of forest fires, 
above all, in summer, as opposed to the fight against illegal logging in the autumn. Also, 
the increase in the number of off-road vehicles and fuel reserves remains a need of the 
members of this sector and it is also an element that needs to be improved. 

FOREST POLICE, RANGER SERVICE, BASIC COURTS AND

BASIC PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OFFICES

With respect to actions aimed at preventing the commission of crimes and misdemeanors, 
the part that refers to the competencies of the Forest Police and the forest guard service is 
confusing. As documents that lay down the powers of these protection services, in additi-
on to the Law on Forests, which in Article 82 sets out the powers of the Forest Police, there 
are two rules on the performance of work of these structures. The first is the Rulebook on 
the rules for the performance of activities by the Forest Police, where, among other provisi-
ons of Article 8, it is stated that the forest police officers can take the following action:  
Initiation of a procedure for pressing criminal or misdemeanor charges.6 

Misdemeanor charges are submitted directly to the court of local jurisdiction, while crimi-
nal charges are filed by the forest police to the basic public prosecutor's offices. The com-
petencies of the forest guard service, which operates within the Protection Sector at the PE 
National Forests, are similar. Namely, the representatives of this service have the authority 
to press “criminal charges or a request for initiation of a misdemeanor procedure to a com-
petent court or a state administration body.“7

What remains a weakness in terms of initiation of proceedings, whether misdemeanor or 
criminal, is that there is no specific article or internal document that regulates the relation-
ship of the forest ranger service or the Forest Police, according to which criteria would they 
define a violation as misdemeanor or criminal.

16



The Law on Forests, in Articles 101, 102, 103, 104, 105 and 106, specifies the misdemeanor 
procedures and the fines for the natural or legal persons that are violators of the law. What 
remains unclear is how organized groups that carry out illegal logging and violate Article 
226 of the Criminal Code would be prosecuted before the state judicial institutions. The 
data obtained from the services of the Forest Police and PE National Forests show that 
misdemeanor cases far outnumber criminal cases, which indicates that these services, 
when  it comes to tackling illegal logging, rely on the Law on Forests, which determines 
misdemeanor instruments, rather than the Criminal Code, which allows for criminal prose-
cution.

On the other hand, illegal logging is ever increasing and becoming more dangerous for 
the integrity of forests and the environment. 

Table no. 1

Year charges
were filled

Total charges
No
information
available 

2380 18750 15 0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

26 11094 2637

Number of cases filed by the
Forest Police to the Public
Prosecutor's Office

Number of cases filed by
the Forest Police to the
basic courts

Cases handled by prosecutor’s offices
and basic courts by town

Charges filed by PE National
Forests on the entire territory
of the Republic of North
Macedonia

Prilep * Strumica Gevgelija Veles Misdemeanour Criminal

1991

1992

1992

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020 0173

171

216

187

174

322

265

273

212

183

204

1037

909

1167

1204

1228

1833

2224

2624

2012

2056

2456

466

518

574

386

537

701

721

1363

3246

2582

84

84

127

95

145

56

186

267

840

753

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

2

8 1

1

3 1

4

2

9

9

0

0

17

 Number of processed cases by the Forestry service, Forest police and cases handled  by the prosecutor’s
offices and basic courts
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Table 1 shows the general figures and data, summed up and broken down by year, as 
was in effect requested through the requests for access to information of public charac-
ter sent to the following institutions: PPO – Prilep, PPO – Veles, PPO – Strumica, PPO – 
Gevgelija, PPO – Skopje, Basic court – Prilep, Basic court – Veles, Basic court – Gevgelija, 
Basic court – Strumica, PE National Forests, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 
Economy and Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

So, under Table 1, the number of criminal cases at the level of the Republic of North 
Macedonia since 2010 sent to the basic public prosecutor's offices by the Forest Police 
is 2380 charges, and the number of criminal cases sent by the ranger service is 2637. 
Also, the number of misdemeanors charges filed with the courts by the Forest Police is 
18,750 in total (since 2010), and the number of charges filed by the PE National Forests 
totals 11094.

Table 1 also shows the prosecuted crimes expressed in numbers over the years, 
together with the number of cases sent by the Forest Police and PE National Forests.

What remains a dilemma is the question: why do the services of the Forest Police and the 
Forest Service decide on misdemeanor charges for acts of perpetrators of illegal log-
ging, and not criminal charges, as required by Article 226 of the Criminal Code.
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This analysis takes into account the figures obtained from PE National Forests, broken 
down by cities: Strumica, Gevgelija, Prilep and Veles.

Hence, according to these data, the total number of illegally felled trees in Strumica in the 
period from 2014 to 2019 is 1116.32 m3, the total number of illegally felled trees in Gev-
gelija is 339.03 m3, the total number of illegally felled trees in Prilep is 16949.26 m3 and 
the total number of illegally felled trees in Veles is 1615.54 m3.

8

9

 Ivan Stefanovski, Aleksandra Danailovska, and Mila Georgievska, "Ravaging our future: forms/ models of organized crime in illegal
logging in the Republic of North Macedonia" (Skopje for European Strategies Eurotic, 2021), http://eurothink.mk/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/CIP-FINAL-Izvestaj-Drvokradci-%D0%9C%D0%9A.pdf.

Anonymous interlocutor A, illegal logging in Skopje, 22.11.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

DAMAGES INFLICTED BY ILLEGAL LOGGING

According to the research from 2020, the total number of damages caused by illegal 
logging on the territory of the Republic of North Macedonia is 245 118 m3.8 Then again, 
fieldd research illustrates a slightly different situation and incosistency of matters on the 
ground.

„The forest ranger service. What is the extent of that logging, since they can hide, fail 
to record. If it shows all the illegal logging in a branch, responsibility will be deman-
ded, because no preventive  activities have been taken. They can only show part of 
the wood stock, act tactically. If it shows everything, then they have not done the 
work in terms of prevention. That is why I think that the recorded wood stock poa-
ched is not correct, it can be up to 100,000 meters per year.“ 9
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In the above-mentioned interview, conducted with a representative of the institutions for 
protection and management of environmental crime, it was suggested that these figures 
be taken with a dose of reserve. According to him, the numbers are much higher and more 
serious, but this analysis works with the data obtained from the state institutions in charge 
of authentic data processing within its competence. 

In any case, the data obtained from the State Statistical Office and the PE National Forests 
indicate an urgent need to prevent and deal with this phenomenon.

According to the Table, in the period 2010–2021, 18,750 requests for initiating misdemea-
nor proceedings were submitted by the Forest Police sector to the basic courts, and 2380 
criminal charges were filed with the basic public prosecutor's offices. The data in Table 1 
speak of enormous numbers of reported applications. Thus, the activity of the Forest Police 
in this direction is not insignificant. 
 
On the other hand, the data obtained from the regional public prosecutor's offices (Prilep, 
Strumica, Veles and Gevgelija) and from the basic courts regarding criminal charges proce-
ssed, where the Prosecutor’s Office received the cases in the first instance procedure or the 
defendants appealed, or were at the end acquitted, are few and far between. 

CRIMES

Table no. 2

Estimate of illegally felled wood stock (m3) per year and branches of PE “National Forests”

Year

Total 1116,32 м³ 339,03 м³ 16949,26 м³ 6933,27 м³

Strumica  – branch 
“Belasica”

Gevgelija –branch
“Kozhuv”

Prilep – branch
“Crn Bor”

Veles  – branch
“Babuna”

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

179,3 м³ 

319,82 м³

71,86 м³

131,3 м³

367,79 м³

46,25 м³

/

/

27 м³

183,6 м³

41,38 м³

87,05 м³

5285,96 м³

3951,77 м³

2916,47 м³

1628 м³

1568,72 м³

1598,34 м³

1382,09 м³

677,22 м³

1385,44 м³

882,9 м³

990,08 м³

1615,54 м³
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For example, according to the data obtained from the Basic Court in Veles, a total of 20 
cases have been processed in relation to the crime of "deforestation", according to Article 
226 of the CC from 1991 to 2020. Of these, 3 are fines, 11 are suspended, 3 are disconti-
nued, 2 are rejected. The data obtained from PPO Veles show that from 1997 to 2005 in 
Veles there were a total of 17 cases initiated by the Prosecutor’s Office, of which one in 1997, 
four in 2000, nine cases in 2002 and one in 2005. Not only is there a mismatch between the 
courts and the prosecution, but there is also a lack of interest by these institutions in pro-
cessing the charges, but also in their criminal processing. 

The inertia of these institutions demonstrated in the manner in which they respond to 
requests for public information speaks along those lines. For example, the Prosecutor’s 
Office from Prilep, the city that according to the conducted interviews leads in illegal 
logging compared to the other three cities (Strumica, Veles and Gevgelija), sent a reply that 
PPO - Prilep is not competent and that it does not have the requested information and in 
order to obtain it, it is necessary to contact the basic court of local jurisdiction.10  After the 
same questions were sent to the Basic Court in Prilep, information was received that 
between records covering 2008 to 2020 in the Basic Court Prilep show only one conviction 
for two people for the crime under Art. 226 of the Criminal Code, no first instance acquittal 
was rendered under Art. 226 of the Criminal Code and no final acquittal has been rendered 
under Art. 226 of the CC. 

This discrepancy between the data and, practically, not keeping a single, i.e centralized 
record of this type of crime, leads to several logical conclusions. Namely, the state instituti-
ons in charge of criminal prosecution do not record, do not archive and do not take suffici-
ent care for the implementation of the integral parts of the criminal law; these institutions 
consider this domain of law to be less important than other aspects of the Criminal Code. 
Hence the basis for concluding that, despite the large number of charges filed by the Forest 
Police and the Forest Guard, still, those cases do not turn into criminal proceedings, i.e their 
epilogue remains to be initiation of misdemeanor proceedings.

10 „We would like to inform you that the Basic Public Prosecutor's Office in Prilep is not competent and does not have the requested
information and in order to obtain it, you need to contact the basic court competent in the area of your interest. BASIC PUBLIC
PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE, No. 114/21, 24.092021, Prilep, MI.
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PE National Forests is a public enterprise that manages state forests and privately owned 
forests. The Company was established in 1998 by a decision of the Government of the 
Republic of Macedonia, when, in fact, it started with integrated forest management and 
became the legal successor of the 30 forest management companies that existed until 
then.

By 1998, the organizational structure of the branches was decentralized and they had grea-
ter autonomy. That autonomy concerned mainly the financial aspects. Production-focused 
subsidiaries had higher revenues, while others without production facilities had lower 
revenues and, consequently, lower wages for employees. Hence, the centralization of the 
enterprise, with which the main decisions are made in the main office, is frustrating for the 
representatives of the subsidiaries, especially those subsidiaries that are oriented towards 
production. The way the funds flow into the common treasury prevents the employees 
from these subsidiaries from receiving higher salaries and from disposing with the resour-
ces autonomously, in the interest of improving the working conditions and functioning of 
the subsidiaries, at the cost of solidarity distribution for the employees of all subsidiaries.

Remarks on the Company are often related to both employment at headquarters and sub-
sidiaries. They do not bypass partisanship, which in most cases is associated with incompe-
tence and poor quality, although the data show that in the last 30 years the number of 
employees in forestry has been gradually decreasing, and eventually it stands halved. 

Along these lines is also the fact that the activity of the Company in terms of financial 
structure is based on self-financing. Last year, 2020, the enterprise ended with a loss of 
83.4 million denars, so the Government was forced to intervene with non-refundable finan-
cial aid to the tune of 100 million denars. Hence, the production capacities of the enterpri-
se in the given circumstances and moments can not cover the financial capacities.

"For many of the subsidiaries, this is very good, because some do not have produ-
ction, and get 100 percent salary. In the past, those who worked well received full 
salary, and the others 70-80 percent. When someone does not work with 100 
cubic meters, it triggers  idleness in those that do have plenty of work. Why work 
at all?“11

PUBLIC ENTERPRISE NATIONAL FORESTS (PENF)
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11 Anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Skopje, 22.11.2021 г.
12  A.K, "The Government" treated "National Forests with 100 Million Denars” January 9, 2021,

 https://faktor.mk/vladata-gi-pochasti-nacionalni-shumi-so-100-milioni-denari.

From 4315 employees in 1990, the number in 2019 has dropped to 2220 employees, of 
which 1800 full-time employees, while about 440 are with part-time contracts. If we com-
pare the number of employees and the territory that should be protected and cultivated, 
then the numbers are even more striking (attachment: Table no. 3):13

13 Sourse: Statistical yearbook of the NOS: Agriculture, Forestry

Table no. 3

Year Wood stock/
 forested area (hа)

Employees in the
forestry sector 

Employees/ 
forested areas ratio 

1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002

912212
946888
963571
963715
965941
965650
953322
968033
968562
950594
957550
997374
989046

4315
4213
4199
4075
3592
4253
4145
3703
3448
3301
3006
2680
2980

211,4
224,8
229,5
236,5
268,9
227,1
230,0
261,4
280,9
288,0
318,5
372,2
331,9

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

955294
947653
955228
959259
941969
943048
949329
960431
981812
988835
987545
983388
994403

2376
2250
2184
2242
2250
2408
2504
2576
2436
2324
2298
2376
2450

402,1
421,2
437,4
427,9
418,7
391,6
379,1
372,8
403,0
425,5
429,7
413,9
405,9

459,1

2016
2017
2018
2019

1001665
1001489
1007095
1019253

2414
2238
2162
2220

414,9
447,5
465,8

Ratio of employees in the forestry sector (Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water  and the Public Enterprise
“National Forests” ) and forested area (ha) 1990 - 2019 
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„Prior to centralization, we had excellent relations with Kavadarci, Berovo, Stru-
mica, Ohrid, Struga. It cannot be so that we generate, and yet, do not have 
money. It is a disgrace that we cannot buy 20 chairs. From Skopje they do not 
even know what the production process is, they have not come to see what is 
happening here. We make money and they use it. 100 bureaucrats manage us. 
They are the biggest burden of all branches.“ 15

In 2019 there were 26% fewer employees in forestry than in 2000. Thus, with the reduction 
of the number of employees, the territory that needs to be protected also increases. In par-
ticular, illegal felling can be singled out as a special type of protection, where the nature of 
the work tasks includes not only the surface of the forests, but also the interaction with 
people and organized crime. In 2019, one employed forest ranger has more territory to 
monitor than the forest ranger in 1991, and as the numbers show - the problem has increa-
sed several times!

This is a very important fact in support of the thesis on overemployment in the forestry 
sector. In fact, compared to the early years of RNM's independence, the number has chan-
ged dramatically. What remains as a problem in terms of employment is the presence of 
partisanship in the selection of staff. Regarding the autonomy of organization and work, 
apart from the element of financial earnings of the subsidiaries, the conducted interviews 
pointed to another dimension. Namely, the manner of networking and communication 
between the subsidiaries. 

In the interviews conducted, the element of decentralization was explicitly mentioned, with 
particular emphasis on the financial autonomy and disposition of funds. 

14 Anonymous interlocutor А, ilegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
15 Anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.  

„Up until the establishment of the public enterprise, there was greater cooperation 
between the subsidiaries until 1998. After the establishment of the public enterpri-
se, the competencies were taken over by the public enterprise in Skopje. It 
commands, directs, manages 30 branches in Macedonia. The branches send money 
to the top, and the directorate commands the work across the entire territory of 
Macedonia.“ 14



25

This year, PE National Forests, in coordination with the Coordinating Body for the Preventi-
on of Crime and Corruption in connection with illegal logging, took serious steps to intro-
duce electronic timber monitoring. Following the example of Bulgaria, this system rejects 
paper consignments and introduces GPS to monitor vehicles that receive the right to cut, 
without the possibility of further manipulation. This system can secure, as they say from 
Makedonski Shumi, 20 to 30% of the existing logging, but it can reduce and control the 
abuses.

On the other hand, the company past has faced in recent some kind of paradoxical situati-
ons, especially in the context of illegal logging. In recent years, several copper and gold 
mines have been planned in the Southeast Region of North Macedonia. One of the mines 
was planned in the village of Ilovica, near Strumica, at the foot of Mount Ograzden. Here it 
is important to note the coincidence of the context with the (non) opening of the mines 
above the villages of Shtuka and Ilovica and the ten-year concession for tree logging, 
which territorially coincides with the place where the mine was to be opened. According 
to unofficial information, highlighted by environmental organizations, between 700 and 
1000 hectares of forest were cut down, most of which beech forest, which is difficult to 
regenerate16

Аt that time, the  director of the PE National Forests - Strumica branch was one of the pro-
tagonists of the felling, but also of the opening of the mine. He retired in 2017,  but the 
public perception of his role as a promoter of the opening of the mines persisted. 

 

16 “There is no mine, but the forest above Ilovica is being ruthlessly destroyed, the authorities say - everything is legal”
Мета.Мк, 2019, https://meta.mk/rudnik-nema-no-shumata-nad-ilovicza-bezmilosno-se-unishtuva-nadlezhnite-velat-se-e-
zakonski/?fbclid=IwAR2ljZtkBPXvh_lihZmlFY64WBJlSzcPU4YNZecKzPAAO6YqS6KJE85PmQs.
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"Catastrophe" is the first and last word that every interviewer faces when talking to the 
people from Prilep and its surroundings, when it comes to illegal logging in that region. 
Felling takes place left, right and center, and moreover, in recent years there are "expedi-
tions" from Prilep  to the Veles Region. The place where most felling has taken place in 
recent years is called Derven. The Derven point is the most critical and is a kind of bridge 
for crossing into the Veles villages Stepanci and Smilovci. The group that cuts in Derven 
and moves to Veles, lives and works in the town of Prilep and the trees usually end up 
there.

It can be said that it is cut in much smaller quantities in the southern part of the Mariovo 
forests, but there the main motive of the cutting is for heating the families who live there 
and who are of a more tender age. There is also illegal logging on the mountain Babuna, 
from the second profile groups, which extend in an organized way all the way to Bogo-
mila. This group lives in the villages of Prilep and most often supplies wood and sells it 
illegally in the villages of Prilep.

According to the estimates of PE National Forests, in the Prilep Region from 2014 to 
2019, about 16949.26 cubic meters were illegally felled. 

PROFILE OF PERPETRATORS

PRILEP AND PRILEP REGION

MUNICIPALLY FOCUSED INTERVIEWS

Year Estimate of illegaly felled wood stock (m3)

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
Total

5285,96 м3

3951,77 м3

2916,47 м3

1628 м3

1568,72 м3

1598,34 м3

 16949,26 м3

Table no. 4

Data obtained  by the “Crn Bor” branch of the PE “National Forests” in Prilep 
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What is important for the Prilep region is that it covers  the widest territory of the country 
and not only do the institutions in charge of protection and prevention of this type of envi-
ronmental crime have a small number of employees, but they also face a large territory 
they should cover. Their number of available resources to cover this territory is scarce, and 
institutional cooperation at the local and regional level has failed on several occasions in 
organized actions. A case is known from last year on Mount Mukos, near the village of 
Stepanci, where several police officers, together with their commander from the Chaska 
police station, were beaten by organized groups from Prilep and surroundings17

The services in charge of dealing with these groups are the Forest Police and the Forest 
Ranger Service as part of the PE National Forests "Black Pine" branch in Prilep. The territory 
to be monitored, protected and intervened consists of three municipalities: Prilep, Dolneni 
and Krivogashtani. Hence the poor coordination on the ground when actions are organi-
zed and carried out by the institutions in order to seize and apprehend the perpetrators of 
criminal acts. In the past, the coordination and actions that took place included the structu-
res of the Ministry of Interior, which in the case of Prilep and Prilep region refer to three 
police stations - in Prilep, in Dolneni and in Krivogashtani. Cooperation with one of these 
institutions often fails, probably because the actions carried out, for the purpose of seizure 
or in connection with the commission of other criminal activities, include suspects and 
police officers living in the villages themselves, who very often procure timber from these 
organized groups. 

It is worth noting that in smaller rural areas these actions, not only by the protagonists of 
environmental crime but also by others, who in some way - directly or indirectly - are affec-
ted by this phenomenon, are not perceived as crime. 

17  P. Pechkov, “FIVE POLICE OFFICERS BEATEN BY POACHERS NEAR THE VELES VILLAGE STEPANCI” SakamDaKazham, September 
25, 2020, https://sdk.mk/index.php/dopisna-mrezha/petmina-politsajtsi-pretepani-od-drvokradtsi-kaj-veleshkoto-selo-stepantsi/.

18 Аnonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

„In certain regions, such as Crnilishte, it will be more difficult, it is much worse there, 
because where the trees are stolen, you have to go through the village. They will tell 
them, plus if you stop someone near the village, in 3 minutes there are 500 people. The 
whole village is coming out and the police cannot do anything here. There is a high 
probability that there are corrupt members of the locally competent police station.“18
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„It is an organized theft, from here they take hired workers that will work for 
them. There is plenty to poach and plenty to organize. We must not go there, 
they will kill us. There are few forest rangers, they are exposed to threats ... 
The head of protection came to his house, his private car was set on fire in his 
yard. You can imagine the pressure.“ 21

The way these groups are organized is better thought out and hierarchically more stable. 
Hence their perseverance and persistence in carrying out this action, unlike the state insti-
tutions and the employed forest police officers and forest rangers, who are often outnum-
bered.

Threats to these services often end in unintended consequences, such as the destruction 
of an employee's private property or physical assaults. At best, meetings with these organi-
zed gangs end in threats, which are sometimes delivered.

Interviews in Prilep reveal a significant dimension of the functioning of the protection insti-
tutions themselves, namely: a) distrust in their own (professional) capacities and b) pessi-
mism about dealing with this situation, which, in fact, is a consequence of the first. Distrust 
arises due to the so-called low level corruption and cooperation of certain members of the 
structures in charge of preventing and prosecuting crime with the perpetrators of these 
acts, and on the other hand, those professionals who do their job with dignity and are in an 
situation imbued with anxiety do not always trust their colleagues with whom they are on 
patrol, though often their lives hang in the balance.

19 Respondents, such as representatives of institutions and perpetrators of organized crime in relation to illegal logging, point to certain 
ethnic minorities, but the research team, wanting to prevent any reproduction of stereotypes and prejudices, in some places
intervened and changed those designations. 

20 anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
21 anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

 

„There is a forest-economic unit Derven-Nikodin near the artificial lake, it is a part that 
is mostly attacked.19 The area near Babuna is most attacked, especially the village. 
Crnilishte and Desovo. It is the most catastrophic there. And the area Carevikj Dren/ 
Belovodica, it is in front of Pletvar, there the local population is from Radovil and they 
operate.“20
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The Prilep region is most affected by this phenomenon. However, in relation to this investi-
gation, from the requests for public information sent to the Basic Public Prosecutor's Office 
in Prilep and the Basic Court in Prilep, information was received that the Basic Public Prose-
cutor's Office in Prilep does not have information on crimes committed in relation to the 
crime  of "forest devastation" under Article 226 of the Criminal Code, and the Basic Court 
in Prilep received information that from 2008 to 2020 the records of the Basic Court Prilep 
show only one conviction against two persons for a crime under Art. 226 of the CC; no first 
instance acquittal has been rendered under Art. 226 of the Criminal Code and no final 
acquittal has been rendered under Art. 226 of the CC.

In order to break the chain of criminal proceedings and processes, we can take into 
account not only the information on the total number of criminal charges at the level of the 
territory of the Republic of North Macedonia - 2380 issued by Forest Police officers and 
2637 by the forest ranger service - but also on the basis of the reports of attacks on the 
employees employed in the branch of PE National Forests "Crn bor" - Prilep, as well as on 
the employees of the branch in Veles - "Babuna", which count a total of 45 attacks, or: in 
Prilep 14 attacks in 2015, 2017, 2018 and in 2019, while in Veles– 31 cases of attack on a 
forest ranger in the calendar years 1999, 2002, 2005, 2013, 2016, 2017 and 2020. 

22  anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

"If you follow the letter of the law, no one will look at you. I have been in a situation 
where a poacher said to two colleagues: 'Have I not given you enough?' There are 
situations and moments, but I say that if we want to stop something, things need to be 
organized. I think the same thing is happening all over Macedonia.“22
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23

anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

"We go to the field two or three of us, while 14 or 15 people go and do the felling. We are 
in great danger. There were also attacks, we responded to the attack and 5 police officers 
were sentenced to one year probation. Tell me where are we employed? Under the state? 
Do we keep state property? Why are we sent to the field? ... My life was put in danger and 
you see that your colleague is being strangled by 4-5 people and what will you do, you 
will sit with folded arms? In that situation we were sentenced to one year probation. I 
asked the public prosecutor why are you taking me to trial? He told me that we had used 
excessive physical force. I asked him: why don't you charge me for the weapon? He told 
me: because you were in danger and trying to save your colleague. So why are you taking 
me to trial? I was not there for football playing, I was ordered to go on the field and we got 
attacked. How do we push back?“ 23

Mutual distrust amongst themselves is accompanied by distrust in the justice system. There 
have been instances where employees in the institutions would engage in showdowns 
with fines and various misdemeanor and disciplinary actions to follow. The final result is the 
employees in charge of dealing with environmental crime being overwhelmed with fear 
for their lives and for the lives of their loved ones. Poor institutional cooperation at the local 
level, along with poor working conditions (low wages, lack of vehicles or fuel for vehicles, 
lack of weapons or the right to use them in life- threatening situations, inactivity or disre-
gard by other institutions, such as the Ministry of Interior, on this issue, perpetrators being 
insufficiently fined for misdemeanours, etc.) demotivate law enforcement actors.

24

anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

„Back in the days, and I am a lawyer by profession, I used to press charges for 
seized poached timber like 15 years ago. Our forest keepers would file up to 
300 to 400 charges for illegal tree poaching, we had more forest keepers, 
now not a single charge has been filed in 3 years, they are afraid. And, what 
benefit do they bring? Therefore, let them disband the ranger service, discon-
tinue it, but also the Law on Forests should be amended or we should be 
equipped properly.“ 24
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The Veles Region, in terms of the problem with illegal logging, follows Prilep territorially 
and methodologically. Considering that Prilep is a kind of center of illegal logging in the 
context of the field analysis made in the selected cities, the geographical territory where 
the organized groups flow is Veles. Although there were major problems in the past in 
Veles in recent years they have been greatly reduced. The tree felling groups in the Veles 
region mainly come from Prilep and take the trees back to Prilep. In recent years, there has 
been a tendency from the village of Karabunishta to go down to the Veles Region and cut 
and carry them back by trucks. The trees that are cut down are low-stemmed oaks and bee-
ches, and sometimes hornbeams.

According to the data obtained from PE National Forests, about 6933.27 cubic meters 
were illegally cut down  in the Veles Region between 2014 to 2019.

The place where illegal logging is most frequently carried out is the region near Stepanci, 
Pomenovo and Jasenovo. On a much smaller scale, it also takes place in the mountain 
villages Dolno and Gorno Jabolciste, Gorno Vranovci and Buzalkovo, which are large 
villages, but also villages that do not have the opportunity to be supplied in different ways. 
The wood of the inhabitants of these villages is used as firewood and they are charged a 
lump sum, with no intention of selling or making a profit. 

VELES  REGION

Year Estimate of illegaly felled wood stock (м3)

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
Total

1382,09 м3

677,22 м3

1385,44 м3

882,9 м3

990,08 м3

1615,54 м3

6933,27 м3

Table no. 5

Data obtained  by the “Babuna” branch of the PE “National Forests” in Veles  



32

25 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

„The forest ranger service has a problem there, they are physically attacked, vehicles are 
destroyed and there's quite a lot of them down there. Maybe it is about 50 to 100 
people, who work in an organized way and bring firewood to Prilep, where they sell it.“25

In Veles, as in other parts of the country, the crime protection and prevention services at 
the local level often have deteriorated inter-institutional relations, poor co-operation and 
lack of solidarity with each other, professional pessimism regarding illegal logging and 
institutional pessimism regarding its prevention. Cooperation is often disabled by the 
nature of work responsibilities and the way they are implemented. The small number of 
vehicles, the thin fuel budget, the small number of employees and the distrust towards the 
employees in other institutions are the reasons why the cooperation in the areas of preven-
tion and suppression is weak.

In Veles, in addition to the superficial cooperation of the institutions for protection and 
prevention, there is a need for cooperation with the relevant institutions from Prilep. In the 
past, such collaboration was much more intense and with better results. In recent years, 
groups have emerged that live in one region, engage in felling in another, and eventually 
move the trees back to where they live and sell them.

Field research has shown that, often when forest police officers are on the ground, they 
would identify persons who violate the law or who have cut down several cubic meters of 
wood and, at the same time, forest police officers are less numerous, and receive no help 
in terms of reinforcement by other institutions, such as the Ministry of Interior. In this way, 
the employees in these institutions are hung out to dry, and are thus discouraged.

„Now there is a lack of cooperation between Veles and Prilep. If there is cooperation 
here, illegal feeling can be brought down to a minimum. If there is cooperation 
between the institutions, meaning the police, the Forest Police, the forest ranger servi-
ces of the branches of National Forests ... then there is also the Ministry of Interior, this 
case should be raised to a higher level to enable prevention.“26

26 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
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On the other hand, petty corruption, as a consequence of dissatisfaction with working con-
ditions and the amount of wages, partisanship and inadequate employment criteria, etc., 
creates opportunities for "insiders", i.e internal helpers of organized groups. 

„Well, now, there is cooperation or probably support from individuals in the 
institutions, so we are talking bribery and corruption, and I am not talking about 
institutions, but individuals. So, people from the Ministry of Interior call them or 
tell them where their colleagues from the Forest Police are and maybe they are 
also involved. Maybe employees from Makedonski Shumi or the Ministry, or 
politicians, officials, whoever, they are not primarily, say, involved, but are rather 
furtive. So, my conviction is that thieves will not be so successful if they do not 
have the support and input of individuals, as I have already mentioned.“ 27

Based on the responses to requests for free access to public information, a total of 31 
attacks on forest rangers were reported in Veles. From 1991 until today Veles is the second 
city according to the largest number of attacks on forest rangers, after Gostivar with 44 
reported attacks.

In the period from 1999 to the middle of 2008, a total of 627 charges were filed, of which 
569 were misdemeanors and 103 criminal.28

In terms of cases and their resolution in the courts, in Veles, as in other cities, the number 
of handled cases is much lower than that of cases submitted to the Basic Public Prosecu-
tor's Office - Veles. Since 1991, a total of 26 cases have been tried in Veles. 

The information provided by the court regarding the criminal cases is that they are 19 in 
total, of which 3 are monetary, 11 are conditional, 3 are discontinued and 2 cases are 
rejected. 

27 Анонимен соговорник А, бесправна сеча во Велес, 16.9.2021, претставник на институција за заштита и спречување.
28 ЈП Македонски шуми 1998–2018, уред. Соња Никчевиќ, [Скопје: Винсент Графика, 2018] 158
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Conditional sentences 

Suspended proceeding 

Rejection rulings 

Fines 3

11

3

2

On the other hand, this hot potato is also passed from hand to hand. Well, when asked why 
they no longer file criminal charges and why they opt for misdemeanor charges, the 
answer is that another service has more authority and that they should instigate them. 

Regarding the criminal process and the possible judicial steps that are taken, often in the 
actions of the forest rangers and the Forest Police, the charges against unknown persons 
are criminal charges, and the charges for the persons found on the spot during the commi-
ssion of the crime, which are identified and are involved in pending cases, are misdemea-
nor. The protagonists often explain this by the fact that they have life-threatening moments, 
as well as by the lack of coordination and non-cooperation with the law enforcement agen-
cies, which should detain the groups, who, as noted earlier, in over 90% of cases are more 
numerous than forest rangers, or than the members of the Forest Police. In case they are 
less in numbers, their mobilization is faster and more efficient than that of the state bodies.

„Charges go to the Forest Police, then the Forest Police forward them to the court. 
Because the Forest Police has greater powers than we do, we are in fact an auxiliary 
branch of the Forest Police, feeding them information or charges against whomever so 
that they would take them to court and defend the charges there.“29

Table no.6 

Outcome of  procedures under the  article 226  of the  Criminal Code  and data
obtained by the basic court in Veles 
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One of the problems with access to misdemeanor charges is that not only do they not have 
an adequate rehabilitation mechanism but often times it is impossible to collect due to lack 
of personal documents, many previously unpaid misdemeanor fines, inability to execute 
fines, etc.

„You see, they are forwarded to the court. They have no material income and 
the court cannot collect the fines levied on them. So, some who entered into 
employment afterwards would have their income cut, some have 10 or 15 
charges and fines to pay, one fine is around 3000 or 3750 euros. They are fined 
two, three thousand euros each, depending on the judge handling the case. 
The latest information is that the fines have been reduced to around 750 euros, 
they are fined and cannot be collected.“30

29 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
30 anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
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Strumica is a town with several mountains - Elenica, Ograzhden and Belasica. Of these, the 
region of Mount Elenica is most endangered by the activities of organized groups that cut 
down trees and resell them. Firewood is mainly cut, but the field analysis has led to allegati-
ons of cutting technical wood as well. Firewood is resold and this activity is dealt with by 
the socially excluded categories from Strumica and the surrounding area.

According to data obtained from PE National Forests, in the period between 2014 to 2019, 
1116.32 cubic meters were illegally felled. 

STRUMICA AND STRUMICA REGION

Table no.7

Year Estimate of illegaly felled wood stock (м3)

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

179,3 м3

319,82 м3

71,86 м3

131,3 м3

 367,79 м3

46,25 м3

Total 1116,32 м3

The analysis also showed different views regarding the intensity of illegal logging. This is, 
in fact, the perspective of the representatives of two institutions - the forest guard service 
as part of the Protection Sector at the branch of PE National Forests "Belasica" - Strumica 
and representatives of the Forest Police.

Data obtained by the “Belasica” branch of the PE “National Forests” in Strumica  



„We see carts ... we saw them, we took pictures, they took our phones - they deleted the 
pictures ... they were violent, with weapons… there is no understanding with them, 
reported to the Ministry of Interior, and in court they receive the mildest sentences. In 
Staro Baldovci they go by car, up to 15 people a round. My experience is that I report 
them to the Forest Police and nothing is done, and they do not take any action to stop 
them. Even now, today they cut down trees. Motor vehicles are unregistered. During the 
Coronavirus, when there was a ban, they worked, no one stoped them.”32
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The former believe that illegal logging is present at full intensity, while the latter believe 
that it is greatly reduced.
 
Hence, the position of the representative of the Forest Police is:

28

18

31 anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

Conversely, the position of the representative of the forest guard service is:

Thus, according to the first quote from one of the interviews in Strumica, illegal logging is 
an activity of farmers who are engaged in agriculture during the summer, while in the fall 
and winter they switch to activities related to illegal logging. 

28
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32 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

„As to illegal logging, it takes place constantly. Now it is increasing more, in late autumn 
and the winter period the population will stop with the agricultural activities and there is 
nothing to do, then there is more of it, through the summer period it is weak. So, there are 
some two or three villages that are in the forest and it happens there, but it is of lower 
intensity. It is not like they were, say, 10 years ago, now it is very little. So, the demand is 
reduced, people are shifting to other fuel sources, some on electricity with air conditio-
ners, some on a pellet stove, but also, a lot of people are gone, as it were, from Strumica.“31
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„Cooperation is weak. The Ministry of Interior says: ‘You have the Forest Police, why are 
you bothering us?!’ There they carry 5 cubic meters of wood, mostly people from
Dvorec.“33

The main reason is the emigration of residents from the city of Strumica and the reduction 
of the need for wood powered heating, which was intensified in the meantime with the 
activities carried out by the local authorities to replace wood powered heating with inver-
ter air conditioning units. The second quote points to many organized elements, which 
also receive help from the institutions of the system, such as the judiciary and law enforce-
ment agencies, and the people who are supposed to prevent this phenomenon are either 
insufficiently organized or discouraged from acting, or, at its worst, they are involved in 
corrupt relations with the criminal groups themselves.

According to these two statements, it can be concluded that the relations between the two 
services are imbued with mistrust and a kind of antagonism. Similar attitude is observed in 
other cities, especially in Prilep, where field research has arrived at findings that can define 
it as the epicenter of organized crime in relation to illegal logging. 

What seems to perpetuate this phenomenon all the time is the inappropriate punishment 
of these people. 

33 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

„The court renders sanctions, now the highest fine is 250 euros, they forbade us to 
make a settlement. Sanctions are not rendered according to the Law on Forests, but 
according to the Law on Misdemeanors. The offenses have been reduced and now we 
cannot determine, therefore, what is the appropriate punishment. It is the same for 
everyone. What if they fine you 3000 euros, when you have nothing to take from him 
and they remain uncollected against. Imprisonment is not a substitute for a sanction ... 
so, those decisions are put somewhere, he has nothing in his name and that is not a 
solution. It is not a solution to fine him 5000 euros without being able to collect. It is 
better to fine a person 50 euros and collect those 50 euros.“34

34 anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
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Table no. 8

As to cases related to "pillaging forests", under Article 226 of the Criminal Code, condu-
cted by the Prosecutor's Office in Strumica, the following answers to the requests for free 
access to public information were received:

Criminal charges Acquittals Charges filled
First

instance convictions Year

Вкупно 14 3 1 6

1995

1997

2004

2005

2007

2017

3

1

8

2

1

1

1

1

1

3

1

1

Data obtained by the basic public prosecutor’s office in Strumica related to cases
under the article 226 of the Criminal Code 

„I think it cannot be stopped completely. However, it is more a case of social security 
recepients here. It is not some big organized crime, it happens more after the burgla-
ry thefts. Now, if the State wants, the number of people can increase ... and the sen-
tences can be commuted into prison sentences for those who cannot pay. With the 
new vehicles, the Dusters, while we had them, you can access anywhere. Criminal 
charges in transport are not feasible. We have filed them ... and they all fall
through.“35

In addition to the data received from the PPO, the same questions were sent to the Basic 
Court in Strumica, where it was answered that in the Basic Court Strumica there have been 
no final sentences of imprisonment for illegal felling under Article 226 of the Criminal 
Code in the period between 1991 – 2020. 

Thus, the small number of criminal cases accepted and processed to convictions is dispro-
portionate to the occurrence of illegal logging as a social, and criminal problem. What 
complicates the situation with the illegal logging in Strumica is the social element. 

35 anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
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The geographical location of the town of Gevgelija, located in the southern part of the 
Country, near the border with the Republic of Greece, provides some protection against 
illegal logging. This context includes the refugee crisis and the presence of police officers 
from the member states of the European Union - Frontex, from 2016 until today.36 

Also, the number of inhabitants of the city in recent years is constantly decreasing.  

This situation is explained by the data obtained from the PE National Forests, which illustra-
tes that in the period from 2014 to 2019 the total amount of illegally cut wood stock stands 
at 339.03 cubic meters.

GEVGELIJA AND SURROUNDINGS

36 Sinisa Stankovic, “Hungarian Police Officers Assist  with Refugees In Macedonia,” 2016,
https://mk.voanews.com/a/voa-macedonian-macedonian-border-hungarian-police-collaboration/3133990.html.

37 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Gevgelija, 19.11.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

„Gevgelija is located on the southern border of the Country and one reason for the 
reduced number of thefts is that we are at a border point. Here, in this part, there is 
good cooperation with the FP. We are unique that way. And there is coverage of the 
border area with border police, especially after the migrant crisis, the surveillance has 
been increased. When you put all these things together, it gives a positive result.“37

Table no. 9

Year Estimate of illegaly felled wood stock (м3)

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

/
/

27 м3

183,6 м3

41,38 м3

87,05 м3

Total 339,03 м3

Data obtained by the “Kozhuv” branch of the PE “National Forests” in Strumica  



„We as forestry service cannot do it alone, this is in cooperation with the Forest Police. For 
everything we seize on the spot, the Forest Police must come; even the border police if 
they seize something call the Forest Police, they make a report. All cases are taken over by 
the Forest Police and they file charges, whether misdemeanor or criminal. Furthermore, 
there is no clarity as to how many have been realized and how many have not, because, 
right, we said that there is evasion, so they were conditionally sentenced.“39
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The difference between other cities and Gevgelija is that the most extensive logging is 
done by PE National Forests. Firewood is used by the inhabitants of Gevgelija, but a small 
part of what appears as surplus is transported to Skopje. In the past, many non-timber 
cities were supplied with timber provided by the Kozuv PE National Forests subsidiary - 
Gevgelija. Organized groups that carry out illegal logging usually cut oak, maple and syca-
more, and not as much beech. 
 
Regarding the cooperation of the protection and prevention services, in Gevgelija they 
work in a coordinated and successful manner. One of the reasons for that is the small pre-
sence of organized groups that intersect in the lower parts of Kozhuf mountain. 

The above notwithstanding, one of the reasons for the illegal logging on the territory of the 
Republic of North Macedonia, in general, is a result of institutional negligence and lack of 
interest in investing resources and attention in this sector.

28

18

„Gevgelija, compared to other forest management entities, has the lowest 
number of illegal logging and theft, and the least damage. There are individuals, 
we know the thieves, but because of the authority we do not have, we cannot 
react. Forestry as a branch has not enjoyed any authority in the state system for 
a long time. We have 3-4 institutions that deal with forestry, that is the Public 
Enterprise, the Forest Police, the Faculty, the Ministry of Forestry and Agriculture, 
there is no cooperation between them and there is no success. That is why no 
one gives a tuppence about us in the system.“38

39 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Gevgelija, 19.11.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

38 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Gevgelija, 19.11.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
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A major problem of these services is the low quality of professional structure, partisan 
employments and the small number of employed forest rangers, who as part of the ranks 
of the forest ranger service would be present as regional observers on the slopes of 
Kozhuf. 

What remains hovering in the air are the answers received from PPO Gevgelija and the 
Basic Court from Gevgelija, where from 1991 to 2020 no cases under Article 226 of the 
Criminal Code, i.e "pillaging forests", were dealt with. 

It can be concluded that in Gevgelija the attitude of the structures in charge of protection 
and prevention of crime towards the acts related to illegal logging is that of tolerance, and 
the sanctioning is reduced only to misdemeanor procedures.

40 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Gevgelija, 19.11.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

„One must see the structure of the forest ranger service. These are the most illiterate 
people. Over the years, whenever someone could not do anything else, they put 
him in that service. Not a bad idea, but with this service you cannot do it that way. 
The quality of staff is low.“ 40
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On the basis of the interviews conducted, one can map not only the forms of organized 
crime, but also the profiles of the perpetrators of this crime. If we go deeper into the search 
for the general features of the social and organizational profile of the criminal, the micro-
-characteristics indicate extremely different profiles. However, there are more general 
features that allow a photo robot to be created.

According to the information from the interviews, the protagonists are most often descri-
bed as persons from the "other" ethnic community, however, in order to prevent the creati-
on of any interethnic stereotypes, those data will not be taken as relevant for the purposes 
of this research. In that regard, the social and institutional element will be included further 
down as the key in creating the profile of the "criminal who engages in illegal logging".

The criminal in Prilep and Strumica has the characteristics of a man who lives in a city, but 
in a neighborhood that is almost ghettoized and lives at the lowest social standards. He 
also lives in the local villages, where his opportunities for earning and survival are mainly 
from agriculture and animal husbandry, and illegal logging presents itself as an opportuni-
ty for additional income.

The criminal in Veles  displays a nomadic character and lives in Prilep and operates in 
Veles. The characteristics of this profile match those of the criminal in Prilep. These groups 
take the material they collect back to Prilep and the Prilep region and sell it. The road they 
use is the road Bogorodica, the old road from Veles through Izvor, Stepanci, Derven to 
Prilep.

The criminal in Gevgelija, on the other hand, displays a fusion of two criminal activities. The 
first is the illegal logging, and the second is the smuggling of migrants across the border 
with Greece, who are transferred onto the territory of the Republic of North Macedonia. 
The latter is the reason for the intensified monitoring by the police representatives of the 
member states of the European Union - Hungary, Austria, Slovenia and Croatia, on the 
southern border of the Country. 

SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS AND ORGANIZATIONAL SET-UP OF

THE PERPETRATORS OF ILLEGAL LOGGING IN PRILEP, VELES,

STRUMICA AND GEVGELIJA
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The criminal no. 1 usually operates in a group of 10 to 30 people. They are united in organi-
zational terms, with improvised mechanization and instruments with which the felling is 
performed. Several steps characterize the felling: (1) transport to the felling site, (2) felling 
of trees and storage, (3) creation of some kind of warehouses with nylon awnings and over-
night conditions for part of the group, (4) some of them would transport the spoils to the 
city, part some would guard it in case of control by one of the services for protection and 
prevention of criminal activities, some of them spend the night in that place, (5) they fully 
transport the material to the city. In addition to the mechanization, which includes all kinds 
of makeshift cars, animals, such as horses and donkeys, stay in the warehouses. According 
to the conducted interviews, these groups have  a function of execution in the entire orga-
nization engaged in illegal logging, the final and bigger profit goes into the hands of 
people who are not part of these structures, and according to some interviews, part of the 
profit ends up financing some of the campaigns of the largest political parties.

According to the statements of the respondents, very often these people are armed, 
aggressive, violent and they often launch an attack in the first contact with any entity for 
protection of forests (forest guard service, Forest Police or Ministry of Interior). The second 
step is the threats, which are made not only to the forest rangers, but also to their loved 
ones and their private property (houses, cars, various household items). Several times the 
threats were executed in that several people, whether they were forest police officers or 
forest rangers, had their cars or household items set on fire and burned. Last year in the 
vicinity of Prilep (Nikodin - Stepanci) the commander of the police station Chaska, along 
with four of his associates, was beaten on the spot by these groups42. 

In Prilep, there have been 14 reports of attack on the forest ranger service in the last five 
years. This profile of criminals is largely present in Prilep and Strumica.

41 anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Gevgelija, 19.11.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
42 Pechkov, “FIVE POLICE OFFICERS BEATEN BY POACHERS NEAR THE VELES VILLAGE OF STEPANCI.”

„Yes indeed, there was a case when they caught a smuggler working with migrants and 
caught him carrying timber. The jeep was seized and handed over by the Agency for 
Confiscated Property. He carried the timber as a cover. He was actually moving people. 
Otherwise, we allow tree felling in some places in the mountain, and they do fell trees 
under control for their own needs and the ranger charges fees for it. Thieves are individu-
als. We seize a lot of cheap and old vehicles, such as Ladas, which means that even if 
seized, those vehicles will cost them next to nothing.“41



45

The criminal no. 2 has an organizational structure of several hierarchical layers. He, above 
all, lives in a rural area, i.e in a village surrounded by other villages. The organizational 
structure consists of operators, transporters and organizers. The perpetrators cut down 
the trees and transport them to the village or to the front of the village. Transportation of 
trees at this stage is usually by smaller vehicles or animals (donkeys or horses).

 The social profile of those directly involved in logging is very low. These loggers come 
from the poorest strata of society and their personal income is between 500 to 1000 
denars per day. Once the timber has been transferred to the transporter, who owns larger 
transport facilities (trucks such as TAM or FAP), he transports it to the surrounding villages. 
The organizers, usually - from village to village - are two to three, have their own "gang", 
receive orders and organize transport to the final destination. This type of criminal activity 
is organized in several villages in the vicinity of Prilep.

Both groups use all available means of anticipation and prevention of any conflict with law 
enforcement agencies and the possibility of ending up in prison. Hence, their places of 
residence are on the outskirts of the town or village where they come from and close to 
the forest they harvest. The services that are supposed to sanction them would necessarily 
pass through the settlements where they actually live. The surrounding population serves 
both groups as logistics, informing them that vehicles of the forest ranger service, the 
Forest Police or the Ministry of Interior are entering the forest and thus they are mobilized 
and coordinated at all times. 

43  anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.

„Someone is waiting somewhere at an intersection and says:  Forest Police vehicle is 
today in Chaska. So, action is  taken, loggers are  organized elsewhere, some corrupt 
individuals in our organization and in the Forest Police or in the police ... from where-
ver, are cooperating with the poachers.“ 43
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„They hire children with telephones and they inform them if the police is 
coming so they would stop the felling. Or, for example, if we go to the forest, 
they are told ... they call. They do not have ID numbers, I have reported them - 
to that and that person - it turns out that he is from Tetovo. They do not have 
documents, they do not tell you their real name and surname.“44

This type of organization is observed in the regions of Veles, Prilep and Strumica. In fact, 
wherever illegal logging is present as a form of organized crime, activities are based on 
constant communication with mobile phones or internet access and social platforms.

44  anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
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This research showed that the forms of organized crime related to illegal logging have com-
plex organizational-structural background.

From the perspective of the groups engaged in illegal logging, two main motives can be 
identified that bring them closer, and in turn organize their mutual relations and cooperati-
on. The first is the social character of the members of these groups, which mainly come from 
the socially excluded strata, without opportunities for inclusion in the labor market, without 
resources for creating a kind of autonomous economic sustainability and lack of techniques 
and skills with which economic, social and interpersonal relations would improve, and thus 
social inclusion would be more conducive for them.

The second group is the one that sees the organization and implementation of illegal 
logging as an opportunity for profit and gains. This group consists of several subgroups, 
including: organizers, implementers and operators and distributors. Organizers are those 
who organize the process of cutting, transporting, selling, negotiating and bribing the 
representatives of state institutions in charge of protection and suppression of these 
groups. The organizers are the ones who get the most out of this cake of criminal activity. 
The other layer is the distributors, who own vehicles, mostly from the brand TAM and FAP, 
but also various chassis with improvised and upgraded vehicles, with which they transport 
the wood to the final consumers. Distributors are often involved in the logging phase and 
belong to that group of loggers, although this group is the most exploited, in the sense that 
it has the greatest physical and criminal involvement and is exposed to danger, because the 
members of this group are personally engaged in the possibility of conflict with law enforce-
ment agencies.

The conditions in the past for these forms of organization, mobilization and prevention of 
any possible clashes with law enforcement agencies were more inadequate. With the 
advent of modern telecommunications capabilities, the Internet and social networks have 
enabled and helped them to get tight, support each other and protect themselves, mainly 
from security services such as the Forest Ranger Service, the Forest Police and the regular 
police at MIA.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Some structures in the state institutions serve as a protective link for these groups, and not 
infrequently, they  act in the role of organizers of these groups, and very often as their pro-
tectors in conditions when the groups are identified and should be detained.

 What appears to be a mitigating element for criminal groups is the decision of the mem-
bers of the forest ranger services and the Forest Police to register and process the cases as 
misdemeanor, and not as criminal. Misdemeanor cases end with fines for persons who do 
not possess personal documents, and on top of it, there is no way to collect the fines, i.e 
they are persons who cannot be exposed to the State- issued fines and have not felt the 
punishment on their own skin.

Another important element that stimulates these groups to pursue this type of envi-
ronmental crime is the rejection of criminal cases by public prosecutors or courts. Very few 
crimes are tried by the basic courts, which solidifies the practice of inappropriate 
punishment, and thus the possibility for re-education and re-socialization of the perpetra-
tors of these acts is almost impossible.
 
Therefore, the following are our recommendations to the institutions.

• Non-partisan employment and higher criteria for recruits in the protection sector and for 
those working as forest rangers.

• Training and opportunity for advancement of the existing employees in the branches of 
PENF.

• Uniforms and greater powers of members of the forest ranger service in the field (such 
as use of weapons).

• Immediate activation of the inactive telephone line for anonymous reporting of illegal 
logging and transport of illegally felled trees.

• Greater organizational autonomy of the regional units of PENF.

• Introduction of a mechanism for internal control of the work of the employees.

PENF
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• Involvement of representatives of the basic Criminal Courts and Public Prosecutor's Offi-
ces from all over the country.

• Adoption of a national strategy and action plan for forest protection, in which experts 
from the Faculty of Forestry at UKIM will participate.

• Amendments to the Law on Forests in the area of   powers of the Forest Police, especially 
in defining the conditions under which criminal liability will be prescribed, and in which the 
persons who are registered on the spot as performing illegal logging and forest devastati-
on will be sanctioned with misdemeanor charges. 

• Stimulating a more effective and dynamic cooperation at the central and local level of the 
forest ranger service, the Forest Police and the regular police.

• Involvement of the Faculty of Forestry in all activities related to forestry and the wood 
stock of the state.

COORDINATING BODY FOR PREVENTION OF THE
CRIME OF ILLEGAL LOGGING

• Non-partisan employment, higher criteria in terms of education and moral integrity.

• Adoption of a Law on Forest Police.

• Inclusion of the administrative staff in the scope of the Collective Agreement, which after 
the signing in April 2021 did not enjoy the benefits gained by other employees in the 
sector after the signing of the Agreement.

• Larger budget for improving the conditions of the Forest Police employees, such as: fuel 
for the Forest Police vehicles, energy efficiency of the Forest Police stations and supply of 
equipment - computers, printers, weapons and modern technical equipment for forest 
monitoring and movement in them.

• Hiring hygienists in the police stations of the Forest Police.

FOREST POLICE
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• More dynamic and regular cooperation with the Forest Police, which will contribute to 
greater responsiveness to the requests for strengthening the actions of the Forest Police 
in the field.

MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS

• Receiving criminal charges and forwarding them to the courts, and thus introducing a 
more serious attitude towards the acts that fall under the category of environmental crime, 
i.e. criminal prosecution of the perpetrators of such acts.

• Proper archiving of such cases and creation of statistical data related to the crime of 
"forest devastation" from the Criminal Code.

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE AND BASIC COURTS

• Establishment of Local Prevention Councils (LPCs) within the municipalities where the 
problem of illegal logging and trafficking in illegally obtained timber will now be
prioritized.

• Involvement of representatives from locally competent Prosecutor's Offices, Courts, SIA 
at the Ministry of Interior, Local Communities, branches of PE National Forests (Forest 
Guard - Security and Protection Sector), Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Econo-
my (Forest Police)

MUNICIPALITIES AND LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT AND OTHER RELEVANT
STAKEHOLDERS 

• Regulating the status of persons without a personal identification number (undocumen-
ted population), through the implementation of a public campaign (MLSP and AMMR) 
intended to reduce the number of undocumented population and providing a mechanism 
for registration of undocumented individuals (MP and AMMR).

MINISTRY OF LABOR AND SOCIAL POLICY AND THE MINISTRY
OF JUSTICE (AMMR)
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• MLSP should cooperate with relevant civil society organizations, in order to implement 
field activities aimed at encouraging the registration of undocumented persons.

MINISTRY OF LABOR AND SOCIAL POLICY AND CIVIL SOCIETY
ORGANIZATIONS

• Relevant civil society organizations should actively monitor the implementation of the 
obligations arising from the Climate Pact of Glasgow, Scotland from 2021. (COP26)

• Initiation of Citizens' Advisory Groups (CGCs) within the municipalities dedicated to the 
problem of illegal logging at the local level.

• Working with the local population, especially in rural areas to raise awareness of the con-
sequences caused by illegal logging of forests and trees.

• Encourage the local population, especially from rural areas, to cooperate with the com-
petent institutions.

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS AND INFORMAL GROUPS
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• anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an 
institution for protection and prevention.
• anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an 
institution for protection and prevention.
• anonymous interlocutor C, illegal felling in Prilep, 21.10.2021, representative of an 
activist organization.
• anonymous interlocutor D, illegal felling in Prilep, 3.9.2021, former participant in envi-
ronmental crime.
• anonymous interlocutor E, illegal felling in Prilep, 24.9.2021, former participant in 
environmental crime.
• anonymous interlocutor F, illegal felling in Prilep, 2.12.2021, representative of an activist 
organization.
• anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institu-
tion for protection and prevention.
• anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institu-
tion for protection and prevention.
• anonymous interlocutor D, illegal felling in Veles, 16.9.2021, representative of an institu-
tion for protection and prevention.
• anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Gevgelija, 19.11.2021, representative of an 
institution for protection and prevention.
• anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Gevgelija, 19.11.2021, representative of an 
activist organization.
• anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an 
institution for protection and prevention.
• anonymous interlocutor B, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an 
institution for protection and prevention.
• anonymous interlocutor F, illegal felling in Strumica, 13.9.2021, representative of an 
activist organization.
• anonymous interlocutor А, illegal felling and environmental crime in Skopje, 2.12.2021, 
representative of an institution for protection and prevention.
• Criminal Code of RM („Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia" 80/99, 4/02, 
43/03, 19/04, 81/05, 60/06, 73/06, 7/08, 139/08, 114/09, 51/11, 135/11, 185/11, 142/12, 
166/12, 55/13, 82/13, 14/14, 27/14, 28/14, 115/14, 132/14, 160/14, 199/14. 196/15, 
226/15, 97/17 и 248/18).
• Law on Forests („Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia“ no.64/09, 24/11, 53/11, 
25/13, 79/13, 147/13, 43/14, 160/14, 33/15, 44/15, 147/15, 7/16 и 39/16).
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2018
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