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MAIN CONCLUSIONS 
 

• Despite the bitter feeling which is evident in the increase of the number of citizens who believe that "the EU’s 
attitude towards the RNM is unfair, arrogant and blackmailing", a record 67.3% of the respondents believe 
that the membership of North Macedonia in the EU would be a good thing. This indicates that the majority 
remains convinced that the country belongs to the European family, despite the difficulties in the accession 
process. From a critical point of view, the result can also be interpreted as an indicator of an uncritical 
attitude of the Macedonian citizens towards the European Union

• In a similar context, a record 70.4% of respondents believe that the EU membership would be a useful thing, 
which is an indicator of the stability of the high support for the membership and which indirectly implies the 
otherwise unarticulated expectations that the problem with the Bulgarian blockade will soon be resolved, 
whereby the accession negotiations will begin.

• The number of citizens who believe that the EU's attitude towards the country is unfair, arrogant and 
blackmailing has increased dramatically, which is due to the disappointment after the expectations that the 
country will officially start the membership negotiations despite the Bulgarian opposition. The Bulgarian 
blockade dealt a severe blow to the narrative of the Macedonian government, which legitimized all the 
difficult and unpopular decisions, such as the name change, with the "reward" in the form of starting the 
negotiations.

• The political obstacles to the start of the accession negotiations with N. Macedonia do not seem to have 
much influence on the citizens' continued support for the EU. However, we interpret this as a consequence 
of the belief that the political blockades will be resolved quickly. Should that not be the case, there is a high 
probability that the public opinion will also change.

The public opinion poll was conducted by the Indago Agency from Skopje through a computer-assisted 
telephone interviewing (CATI) in the period from 10 to 21 December 2020 on a representative sample of 
1003 respondents with an error margin of +/- 3%. The methodological correctness of the survey is the 
responsibility of Indago, while the questionnaire was prepared by the research team of EUROTHINK - 
Center for European Strategies. The research also used data from surveys from 2014 onwards, which were 
conducted by various local agencies commissioned by EUROTHINK.



When asked the question: "What does the 

European Union mean to you?", 26% of the 

respondents answered that they perceive the 

Union as a dominant economic factor, while 

17% see it as a political community. 12% of the 

respondents answered that the EU is a "union of 

values and norms", and another 12% answered 

that "the Union is based on rules and regulations" 

(Chart 1). Similar to the previous editions of the 

Eurometer, the dominant perception among the 

Macedonian citizens is that EU membership 

will result in improved living standards. One 

of the main reasons for such sentiments is 

the dramatically lower standard of living in the 

RNM compared to the EU Member States. The 

statistical analysis published by EUROSTAT 

in December 2020 shows that the RNM is the 

third poorest country in Europe, with almost 

three times lower GDP than the average of the 

countries that are members of the Eurozone¹.
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Chart 1: What does the European Union mean to you?

¹ https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/GDP_per_capita,_consumption_per_capita_and_price_level_
indices#Relative_volumes_of_consumption_per_capita 
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Chart 2: Agreement with the statement that "the membership of the RNM in the EU 
would be a good thing"

The respondents were also asked for their 

agreement with the statement that "the 

membership of the RNM in the EU would be a 

good thing." They had the opportunity to rate their 

agreement on a scale of 1-5, where 1 means that 

the respondents completely disagree with the 

statement, while 5 means that they completely 

agree with the statement. 67.3% of the 

respondents answered with a score of 4 or 5, i.e. 

they gave a clear and unequivocal support for the 

country's membership in the EU (Chart 2). It is 

interesting that despite the so-called "Bulgarian 

veto", i.e. not starting the negotiations and not 

holding the first intergovernmental conference 

at the end of 2020², the support of the citizens 

has increased by more than two percentage 

points compared to the autumn of 2019. 

Looking back in the years, the support of the 

citizens has traditionally been around 60%, with 

a noticeable growth in the last two years.

² https://www.politico.eu/article/bulgaria-blocks-eu-membership-talks-for-north-macedonia/
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The respondents gave even bigger support in 

terms of the usefulness of the country's potential 

membership in the Union. More than 70% of 

the citizens agree or completely agree with the 

statement that "the membership of the RNM in the 

EU would be a useful thing" (Chart 3). The usefulness 

of membership in the Union, which is recognized 

by the citizens, indisputably has its roots in the 

range of socio-political and economic factors. The 

inability to get a well-paid job in the public sector 

in a fair and honest way, the limited functionality 

of the public health system, the challenges in the 

fight against systemic corruption and organized 

crime, as well as the neglect of the problems such 

as pollution and destruction of the environment 

are just part of the problems that the citizens 

think will be reduced or completely solved with 

the country's accession to the EU. Diachronically, 

about 60% of the citizens believe in the usefulness 

of the membership in the Union, and similar to 

the previous question, the support for this claim 

has increased in the last 2 years. Compared to 

the fall of 2019, the support has increased by 

almost five percentage points. In anticipation of 

the date for the start of negotiations, the citizens 

were increasingly informed about the benefits of 

EU membership, which, in turn, may increase the 

positive perceptions on this issue.

50

70

60

40

30

20

0
2014 2015 2016 2017 2019

spring
2019

autumn
2020
winter

59.7% 59.3%60%
63.8%

66.1% 65.2%
70.4%

Chart 3:  Agreement with the statement that "the membership of the RNM in 
the EU would be a useful thing"
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Chart 4: The attitude of EU towards N. Macedonia  
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The raised expectations regarding the start of 

the negotiations and the holding of the first 

intergovernmental conference, as well as the inability 

of the Union to convince the Republic of Bulgaria of 

the expediency of the start of the negotiations with 

the N. Macedonia and Albania, inevitably resulted 

in changed feelings of the citizens towards the EU. 

Answering the question: "What is the attitude of the 

EU towards Macedonia?", 59.2% answered that it 

is unfair, arrogant and blackmailing, while 21.2% of 

the respondents think that the attitude of the Union 

towards N. Macedonia is fair, friendly and correct 

(Chart 4). Just over a year ago, the perception of the 

citizens was diametrically opposed. In the autumn 

of 2019, close to 43% considered that the EU was 

fair, friendly and correct towards N. Macedonia, while 

30% of the respondents considered the relationship 

unfair, arrogant and blackmailing. The dynamics 

related to the non-opening of the accession 

negotiations, as well as the statement of the EU 

Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement 

that the open issues with Bulgaria should not be 

dramatized, but the diplomacy should be let to work³, 

reinforced by the empty rhetoric by Brussels that 

"efforts are made to find a sustainable and lasting 

solution", shook the trust that the citizens of N. 

Macedonia had in the EU institutions. Much of the 

general public, as well as the expert public, believed 

that the Brussels’ diplomaticc representatives, or 

else, the most powerful Member States, would find 

a way to actually start the negotiations by the end 

of 2020. However, this did not happen, despite the 

fact that the government's rhetoric only reinforced 

the misconception that the dispute could be avoided 

with, in their opinion, probable interference from the 

European Commission and the Member States.

³ https://telma.com.mk/2020/10/07/%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1/%80%D1%85%D0%B5%D0%B8-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0
%B0%D1%80%D0%B0-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80
%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D1%81%D0%BE/ 
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The EUROMETER results inspire hope that the 

Euroscepticism in N. Macedonia will not prevail, at 

least not in the foreseeable future. The majority of 

the surveyed citizens (55.2%) still believe that the 

EU is the best option for the country and that the 

Macedonian society does not need other alternatives 

(Chart 5). On the other hand, 36.4% of the 

respondents believe that the country should seek its 

own model for development outside the EU. These 

results are within the margin of error, compared to 

the previous survey conducted in the fall of 2019. 

However, it is worth noting that in the spring of 2019 

the EU membership had no other alternative for 

more than 60% of the respondents.

Although, as expected, compared to the previous 

EUROMETER, certain parameters show that the 

citizens have mixed feelings towards the EU, and 

that in terms of certain issues the support for 

the Union has “cosmetically” decreased, still, the 

Bulgarian veto failed to defeat the "Europhilia" of the 

Macedonian citizens4.

Chart 5: Alternatives for N. Macedonia in and out of the EU

4 https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/%D1%9C%D0%B5-%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%BB%D0%B8-
%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B5%D0%BF%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0
%BC%D0%BE%D1%82-%D0%BF%D0%BE-%D0%B1%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%
D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B5-/30967890.html 
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The attitude of the citizens is especially interesting 

regarding the question: "When can N. Macedonia 

expect to join the EU?  ”The dominant category 

of citizens is the one that answered that it will 

happen in the next 5 years (37%), while 26% believe 

that the country will become part of the European 

family in 10-15 years. On the other hand, 16% of the 

respondents believe that N. Macedonia will never 

become an EU member (Chart 6). The optimism of 

the respondents is even more interesting when we 

look at it diachronically. A little over a year ago (in the 

autumn of 2019) the percentage of respondents who 

answered that the country will become part of the 

Union in the next 5 years was 29.7%, which shows 

an increase of more than 7 percentage points, in the 

context of the blocked European integration (Chart 

7). These results once again emphasize the desire 

and optimism that prevails among the Macedonian 

citizens, despite the harsh reality faced by the 

country on its way to Brussels, i.e. the Bulgarian veto 

on the adoption of the negotiation framework, the 

failure to hold the first intergovernmental conference, 

as well as the inability to predict when this status 

quo will be unblocked.

Never
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26%
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Chart 6: Estimate for the integration of N. Macedonia in the EU 
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The readiness of the citizens to vote affirmatively 

in a referendum for integration in the EU also 

remains unchanged. When asked the question: "If 

a referendum is held on Sunday with the question: 

"Are you in favour of the integration of N. Macedonia 

in the EU?, how would you vote?", 66% responded 

that they would vote" IN FAVOUR", while 17% would 

vote "AGAINST" (Chart 8). The results are almost 

unchanged compared to those dating back to 

autumn 2019. However, the willingness of the 

respondents to vote affirmatively in a potential 

referendum for membership in the Union has 

decreased by almost 7 percentage points 

compared to the spring of 2019.

Chart 7:  Percentage of respondents who think that N. Macedonia will become part of the 
EU in the next 5 years
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For a huge number of respondents, the main reason 

for the support for the integration of N. Macedonia in 

the EU is the better standard of living, while many of 

them believe that the European integration will result 

in a reduction of unemployment. Citizens also 

believe that it will be easier for them to get a job 

abroad, but also that the society will be further 

democratized (Chart 9).

Chart 8:  The readiness of the citizens to vote in a potential referendum for membership of 
N. Macedonia in the EU

Chart 9:  Main reasons for supporting the integration of N. Macedonia in the EU
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On the other hand, the main reasons presented 

by those respondents who oppose the integration 

of the country in the Union are the loss of the 

national identity, i.e. the disputing of the name 

and the language of the country, as well as the 

impression that the membership will result in 

imposition of additional conditions for the citizens, 

while in practice nothing special will change. Some 

of the respondents believe that their standard of 

living will even deteriorate, i.e. that the prices will 

increase dramatically, while a significant part of the 

respondents face an ideological problem, i.e. they 

believe that we as a society do not belong to the EU 

(Chart 10).

Chart  10:  Main reasons for refusing the integration of the country into the EU
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